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Blacklick Creek ς History

Map courtesy of Blacklick Creek Watershed Association



Blacklick Creek ς History

Coal basin formed by the Ligonier 
Syncline beneath Blacklick Creek ς  
allowed for coal mine workings in the 
Lower Kittanning Coal Seam sevenmiles 
long by fourmiles wide (28 square 
miles)



Blacklick Creek ς History

άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǳƴfair than to judge the men 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦέ  

Denys Arthur Winstanley 1912



Blacklick Creek ς History

ÅLargely pristine wilderness prior to 1845

ÅEliza Furnace 1845 - 1849 large tracts of forest cut for 
charcoal

ÅSpeculation that the mainline of the PRR would follow the 
Blacklick

Å/ƻŀƭ ŎǊƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ άŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
same time

ÅWith rough terrain and little population no major mining 
took place

ÅArea was largely left undeveloped with sporadic timbering 
and country bank mines until around 1890



Blacklick Creek ς History

Å1890 ς Judge Augustine Vinton Barker begins purchasing land and coal rights in the valley and starts the 
Vinton Lumber Company

ÅEarly 1890s ςInvestors including Warren Delano III (maternal uncle of Franklin Delano Roosevelt) begin 
companies like the Blacklick Land Improvement Company and the Vinton Colliery Company 

ÅCirca 1891-1893 ς The Ebensburg and Blacklick Branch of the PRR extends to Vintondale (later became 
the Cambria and Indiana Railroad)

ÅJuly 1893 ς Ground broken for the company town ς Vintondale

ÅOctober 1894 ς First coal was shipped from the Vinton #1 mine



Blacklick Creek ς History

Warren Delano III ς Principal investor in coal mines in Black Lick Valley



Blacklick Creek ς History

Å1901 ς Lackawanna Coal and Coke Company formed; purchased the No. 1 and No. 2 
Mines and No. 3 and No. 4 Mines open at Wehrum

Å1904 ς Explosion killed four (4) miners in Wehrum Mines

Å1906 ς Vinton #6 mine opened; bank of 152 coke ovens

ÅJune 23, 1909 ς Explosion killed 21 miners in Wehrum Mines

Å1917 ς WWI increases coal and coke demand

Å1922 ς Wehrum Mines were bought by Bethlehem Steel



Blacklick Creek ς History

Henry Wehrum ς General Manager of the Lackawanna Steel Company of Scranton, 
parent company of Lackawanna Coal and Coke Company



Blacklick Creek ς History



Blacklick Creek ς History

Clarence Claghorn, first Superintendent for Vinton 
Colliery and Lackawanna Coal and Coke. He introduced 
an early version of the longwall mine to Vinton #3 and 
sections of the Wehrum mine. The method, while it 
maximized coal recovery, was slow and costly and was 
discontinued.



Blacklick Creek ς History



Blacklick Creek ς History

Vinton #1 Mine and Tipple



Blacklick Creek ς History

Vinton #6 Washery and Coke Ovens



Blacklick Creek ς History

Vinton #6 Washery and Coke Ovens



Blacklick Creek ς History

Vinton #6 Washery under construction
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Blacklick Creek ς History

.ŀǘǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ мрн ŎƻƪŜ ƻǾŜƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƴǘƻƴŘŀƭŜ άƳƛƴŜ Ŧƭŀǘέ



Blacklick Creek ς History
Coal Companies owned and controlled the towns

aƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ōŀǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǘƻǿƴΧ

ÅVehemently anti-union operations

ÅAll housing owned by the company

ÅOwned virtually all of the property (including the movie theatre and bars)

ÅControlled the railroad in and out of town (and since the early roads were very poor, they knew who 
came and went)

ÅMiners had to buy all supplies from the company, paid the company for their food and rent

ÅLarge immigrant work force. In 1920 census ς 25 different languages listed as being spoken in 
Vintondale.  Communication a barrier to organization

ÅDuring the 1922 UMW national strike, guard houses and search lights were at every entrance to town. 

     Arthur Garfield Hays, general counsel for the ACLU was immediately arrested for trespass in May 1922



Blacklick Creek ς History

άL ŦƻǳƴŘ ±ƛƴǘƻƴŘŀƭŜ ŀƴ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŎŀƳǇέΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ aǊΦ 
IŀȅǎΦ  ά±ƛƴǘƻƴŘŀƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƛǘȅΦ 
The private police mounted and heavily armed and 
acting at the directions of officials of the coal 
company permit no one to stand for a moment on 
the streets. They greet new arrivals with threats of 
ŀǊǊŜǎǘΣ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦέ

Poughkeepsie Eagle News - May 31, 1922

Arthur Garfield Hays

Source:  Heinz History Center



Blacklick Creek ς History

/ƻƳǇŀƴȅ άŎƻŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǊƻƴέ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƛƴ ±ƛƴǘƻƴŘŀƭŜ



Blacklick Creek ς History

Company Store ς burned January 16, 1943



Blacklick Creek ς History

Miners before unionization and labor laws, were paid in paper script
good only in the Company Store



Blacklick Creek ς History

Å1929 ς Wehrum Mines close and are abandoned

Å1933 ς ¦²a! [ƻŎŀƭ снм ƛǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ C5wΩǎ άbŜǿ 5Ŝŀƭέ

Å1945 ς Coal Washery in Vintondale burns effectively ending coke production

Å1948 ς Vinton #1 closes

Å1957 ς Vinton #6 mine sold in bankruptcy to Johnstown Coal and Coke and then later to Driscoll Coal 
Company

Å1968 ς Vinton #6/Driscoll #4 ends production and the last mine is abandoned

Å1977 ς Flooding washes out three (3) railroad bridges into the valley ending any rail service in the valley 
(although no major service had happened since 1960s)

Å1993 ς Blacklick Creek Watershed Association is formed

Å1994 ς ά¢ƘǊŜŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎέ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ōƻǊŜƘƻƭŜǎ ŘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ .ƭŀŎƪƭƛŎƪ /ǊŜŜƪ
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Blacklick Creek ς History

U.S. Bureau of Mines, Low Flow Acidity Study, published July 1931



Mine Discharges

Three Major Abandoned Mine Discharges

Å Red Mill Discharge (Commercial No. 16)

Å Vinton No. 6 Discharge

Å Wehrum Shaft Discharge

Receiving Streams

Å North Branch of Blacklick Creek

Å Blacklick Creek (Main Stem)



Mine Pool Map



Red Mill Discharge
(Commercial No. 16)

Average Flow = 744 GPM



Red Mill Discharge 
(Commercial No. 16)



Vinton No. 6 Discharge

Average Flow = 1,080 GPM



Vinton No. 6 Discharge



Wehrum Shaft Discharge

Average Flow = 711 GPM



Wehrum Shaft Discharge



Mine Discharge Pollution

Pollution Loading to be Removed (lbs/day)

Acidity Aluminum Iron Manganese

Red Mill 1,532 72 484 17

Vinton No. 6 5,423 42 3,098 30

Wehrum Shaft 1,832 146 416 13



Blacklick Creek at Treatment Plant



Centralized Mine Drainage 
Treatment Facility

Design Flow = 5,000 GPM (7.2 MGD) Average Annual Flow = 2,800 GPM



Red Mill Discharge 
(Commercial No. 16)

Mine Drain Collection System
Two, 10-Inch PVC Pipes; Depth = 240 feet



Vinton No. 6 Extraction Wells

Depth = 120 Feet; 125 HP Pumps
Design Capacity = 2,100 GPM with Variable Frequency Drive



Wehrum Extraction Wells

Depth = 200 Feet; 40 HP Pumps
Design Capacity = 700 GPM with Variable Frequency Drive



Blend Tank

±ƻƭǳƳŜ Ґ нрΣнлл Dŀƭƭƻƴǎ όмтΦрΩ 5ƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ Ȅ мрΦрΩ IƛƎƘύ
Agitator powered by 5 HP motor



Maelstrom Oxidizers

Maelstrom (definition) ς a powerful whirlpool
{ƛȊŜ Ґ нлΩ [ƻƴƎ Ȅ млΩ ²ƛŘŜ Ȅ рΩ IƛƎƘ



Maelstrom Oxidizers

Blower Units powered by 50 HP motors
Design Capacity = 3,600 cubic feet per minute



Reaction Tanks

±ƻƭǳƳŜ Ґ тсΣслл Dŀƭƭƻƴǎ όолΩ 5ƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ Ȅ мсΩ IƛƎƘύ
Agitators powered by 20 HP motors



Lime Silo

¢ƻǘŀƭ IŜƛƎƘǘ Ґ тлΩ
[ƛƳŜ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ Ґ мнл ¢ƻƴǎ όмпΩ 5ƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ Ȅ рлΩ IƛƎƘύ



Lime Silo

750 Gallon High Density (30-35%) Lime Slurry Tank
Lime Usage Per Day (Approximate) = 5 Tons



Valve Platform

Reaction Tank Valve Platform and Flume to Clarifiers



Flocculating Clarifiers

±ƻƭǳƳŜ Ґ ртмΣллл Dŀƭƭƻƴǎ όфлΩ 5ƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ Ȅ моΩ IƛƎƘύ
Rake Drives powered by 3 HP motors



Flocculating Clarifiers



Polishing Pond

Polishing Pond Volume = 1,570,000 Gallons
Service Water Tank Volume = 12,000 Gallons



Constructed Wetland

Wetland Area = 1.25 Acres



Discharge to Blacklick Creek



Discharge to Blacklick Creek


