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Abstract

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Mineral Resources Management operates the State’s Abandoned Mine Land Program and regulates mine safety and oil and gas, coal and industrial minerals mining.  The AML Program has Federal, State, Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) and Emergency units.

The AMD Program is conducted in concert with outside partners, including multiple agencies and watershed groups.  It operates out of three district offices across the southeastern portion of the State and employs twenty total staff.  The AMD Program concentrates on source control reclamation (mine spoils, coal refuse and stream capturing subsidence) and treatment (dosers and passive systems) as needed.  Extensive use of GIS is made through an ARCIMS database and abandoned mine and watershed map servers.  Extensive chemical and biological sampling is undertaken to plan and evaluate the performance of projects.  Ohio DMRM operates it’s own water quality laboratory.

Watershed partners have leveraged 29% (4.5 million dollars) of the almost fifteen (15) million dollars spent on mine drainage abatement to date.  Ohio has a watershed coordinator program that enables DMRM to presently place five coordinators in AMD impacted watersheds.  Ohio’s credible data law provides for the proper training of coordinators and other partners (fish, macroinvertebrate, chemistry and habitat).  Ohio continues to prepare hydrologic unit reports and has completed twelve to date.  Another nineteen are under consideration.

Ohio DMRM has a close applied research relationship with Ohio University and hosts an annual mining conference there in December every other year.

Issues presently being worked on include the long-term operation and maintenance liabilities associated with treatment and the need for environmental Good Samaritan and real estate disclosure legislation.
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