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If you think we just sell Caterpillar
machines, you’re missing the big
picture. We also service your machine.
And offer a complete parts inventory. A
maintenance program. On-site repairs.
And more. To keep you and your
machine on the job.

Our computer parts search system
means that if we don’t have it, we’ll
get it fast and deliver it free to your job
site. We also offer a component ex-
change program for major parts to save
you money.

If you need servicing, we have the
technicians to get your machine working
again — either in our shop or at your
job site.

And to prevent unnecessary downtime,
you can take advantage of our sche-
duled oil sampling and technical
analysis programs.

Of course, we do have a complete line
of Caterpillar machines, from a D11
tractor to our 416 backhoe loader. All
with the strength, reliability and
durability you expect from Caterpillar.
And all with the unique product support
system from Walker Machinery.

WALKER=

CATERPILLAR, CAT and [H e triademarks

Charleston 304-949-6400
Beckley 304-253-2706
Parkersburg 304-424-0200
Logan 304-752-0300
Summersville 304-872-4303
Huntington 304-526-4800
Jackson, OH 614-286-7566

Winter 1989
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To succeed in today’s rough economic climate
you have to get out and dig. Be a little

sharper. A little tougher. A little faster.
Attitude makes the difference. And attitude is
what sets Anderson a cut above. We do it all.

0 years of service to the coal
ndustry behind it. We keep a first-hand dirt -
sense for what the industry is looking for. =
~ That's why every unit we handle is a n%
- “‘performance, high productivity machine B, T -
Ingersoll Randb S : PALEAE b

If you think we just sell in-
surance, you're missing the big
picture. We also provide o wide
range of services including
reclamation bonds,

With considerable interest these
days in redaiming mined lands,
the surface mining of coal begins
with the all-important reclamation
bond.

Check with Flat Top today on
your bonding requirements.
RN

lat1bR
nsurance
320 Federal Street © Bluefield, WY 24701

210 Dickinson Street ® Charleston, WV 25325
1000 Hampton Center * Morgantown, WV 26505

WEST VIRGINIA » VIRGINIA © OHIO  KENTUCKY
TENNESSEE » ALABAMA PENNSYLVANEA

The kind of rellable economlcal equlpment that
gives a full days work for every 8 hours on the job.
And behind Anderson’s equipment we have the
/ finest, fastest service in the business, Our
a8 . . Andenrnscn
// /P8 customers expect big things from Anderson. of West Virginia
1. And we deliver. We're here for the long haul. seckiey cHaRLESTON  sANELEW

i
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Vecellio & Grogan, Inc.

Contractor for the Itmann Project

Takes special pride in participating in the
Abandoned Mine Lands program, wherein
West Virginia coal generated dollars
put West Virginians to work.
Congratulations to all concerned.

Vecellio & Grogan
P.O. Drawer V
Beckley, WV 25802
(304) 252-6575

Green Mountain Co.

Contractor for the Webster Refuse Project in Preston County

Offers its congratulations to West Virginia's coal industry,
and to the West Virginia Department of Energy
for the cooperation and dedication
which has allowed our AML program to function
for the benefit of the state
and the mining and reclamation Industries.

Rod Clay, President
Green Mountain Company

Charleston, WV 25361
(304) 925-0253

4 Green Lands

FQUIPMENT

VY -

NORTHERN DIVISION
Lewis County Industrial Park  Intersection 1-77 & U.S. 460

PRINCETON DIVISION

P.O. Box 171 Princeton, WV 24740
Jane Lew, WV 26378 (304) 425-7511
(304) 884-7815

PRESTONSBURG DIVISION
HUNTINGTON DIVISION /1458 Eagt, P, O. Box 71

3650 U.S. Rt. 60 East Prestonsburg, KY 41653

P.O. Box 5407 -,

Huntington, WV 25703 (600) &1%-2Lis

(304) 736-3401 MIDDLESBORO  DIVISION

enue, Industrial Par

ARD DIVISION il';\,/!a((::)lf g;';ll]l::m[nduxln 1l Park

Hwy. 15 North Middlesboro, KY 40965

Hazard, Ky. 41701 (606) 248-5100

(606) 439-3022

LEXINGTON DIVISION
Nandino Blvd.

Lexington, Ky. 40511
(606) 281-5152

Worldwide Brings

e _. .,: : i - : '. v % %ﬂ"ukxwzu, e 2 :
This new Kenworth 850 was delivered in April to Island Creek Coal
in Craigsville, West Virginia, by our Huntington division.

“The’’ Premier
Low Cost Coal
and Refuse Hauler

Kenworth, The World’s Best truck company,
now has the answer to your coal and refuse
haulage problems. This 60 ton, rear wheel drive
hauler, also available in 6 wheel drive, will cut
your coal and refuse removal cost. Worldwide
Equipment has once again searched the world
to bring you the low cost answer to your coal
haulage problem.

The World To You!



Burke R & R - Preston County - Pioneer Construction

WV-AML Keeps Turning the Dollars

Administrations come and go,
but the Abandoned Mine Lands
(AML) program created by the Sur-
face Mining Control Act of 1977, just
keeps rolling along.

A new president and a new direc
tor of the Office of Surface Mining
(OSM) are operating at the federal
level. The State of West Virginia has
a new governor, a new commis-
sioner of the Department of Energy
(DoE), and a new acting director of
the AML section, but happily, the
program itself has enjoyed consid-
erable stability.

This is good because the money
AML spends in West Virginia is
extracted from West Virginia coal
operators, enhances the West Vir-
ginia environment, and generally
speaking, puts West Virginians to
work.

Coal operators pay every year
into the fund atthe rate of 35¢ perton
for surface mined coal and 15¢ per
ton for underground mining. The
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money goes through a cumbersome
process of division among several
programs, but basically up to 50% ol
itmay b returnadto the State, which
the roegulatory authority (Dok) may
then use to clean up abandoned
mine sitos,

Wast Virginia mining operations
have now pald over $500 million Into
this fund, and in the last couple of
years, the State has stanted 1o re
ceive significant dividonds on this
investment,

In 1987, the West Virginia AML
program consisted of 38 projects
worth $14 million. In 1988, the fig-
ures jumped dramatically to 62 proj-
ects valued at 24.7 million. In 1989,
56 projects are expected at a price of
$31.6 million.

The increase in 1988 was mostly
a matter of inventory identification.
Federal regulations require that po-
tential projects be identified accord-
ing to specified criteria, and the fund-
ing application used that year was

based on the inventory of proposed
projocts within each state.

In Wast Virginia, the AML effort
has boon geared to priorities 1 & 2,
and that's not likely to change. “We
have Identified approximately $2.3
billlon worth of priority 1 & 2 proj-
octs,” says assistant director Danny
Prtt. “That translates to over 100
yoars of work."

Ihat should more than see us
through. The AML funding mecha-
nism will expire in 1992, unless it is
oxtended by Congress. Stockpiled
funds would keep the program going
for a few years beyond that date.

For now, the AML program in
Waest Virginia is functioning quite
well. The State is securing its fair
share of coal taxed dollars from the
federal coffers. Mining and reclama-
tion companies across the state are
getting work. And, they are doing
excellent work, as the pictures on
these pages will attest.

i\
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Norton Drainage - Randolph County - Calvert Excavating

Green Lands 7



Widen - Clay County - Nell Jean Enterprises, Inc. ltmann - Wyoming County - Vecelllo & Grogan, Inc.

Widen - Clay County - Nell Jean Enterprises, Inc. ltmann - Wyoming County - Vecelllo & Grogan, Inc.
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Acme Dunbar - Preston County - Wayne K. Baker Tupper Valley - Kanawha

EA it
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Canyon Reslidential - Monongalla County - Ploneer Construction Webster Refuse - Preston County - Green Mountain Co.
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At Rudd, we can help you pair a
powerful Euclid hauler with one of our
versatile Michigan loaders. Both are
fast cycling machines, productive and
reliable.

And you can choose from a wide selec-
tion; Euclid haulers as big as 170 tons,
and Michigan loaders up to 12 yards.

VME Americas Inc.
A Subsidiary of VME Group N,V

But our selection of fine Michigan
products is only part of The Rudd
Difference.

Most of all, The Rudd Difference Is

the unique way we serve our customers,

At Rudd, the sales representative who
listens to your needs also has the
authority to act, swiftly and decisively.
There’s no waiting for instructions from
a home office hundreds of miles away.

The Rudd Differe

Experience

12 Green Lands

» it for vourself.

The Rudd location near you operates
the same way, as a complele sales and
support facility. Parts inventories are
matched to the local equipment popula-
tion, and Service and Parts Department

hours will vary according to local needs.

To find out more about The Rudd

Ditterence, and what it can mean to you,

call your Rudd representative today.

o

Leetsdale, PA Nitro, WV
(412) 322-1112 (304) 755-7788

Clearfield, PA Shinnston, WV
(814) 765-8500 (304) 592-1050

Pioneer Consiruction Co.

Contractors for
the Canyon Residential Project in Monongalia County,
the Burke R & R Project in Preston County,
among other AML projects

is proud to be part
of the Abandoned Mine Lands program.

The excellent personnel
of the AML section of
WV-DoE have been of
immeasurable assistance
in our efforts.

In participation with AML projects,
we are utilizing the dollars collected
from the West Virginia coal industry

to make our state more beautiful.

Pioneer Construction Co.
P.O. Box 1672

Widen, WV 25211

(304) 332-5522
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In some places,
workers are not allowed
to join labor unions —

In other places,
workers are required
to join labor unions.

Is one any better than the other?

Freedom of choice
IS what
right-to-work
IS all aboult.
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Small Operators Assistance Program

By Patrick C. Park
Assistant Director
Division of Abandoned Mine Lands and Reclamation
West Virginia Department of Energy

The Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of
1977 (PL 95-87) recognized the importance of the small
coal operator to the overall coal resources and the
nation’s energy goals.

These operators constitute 84% of this nation’s surface
and underground mines, which produce in the neighbor-
hood of 20% of the nation's yearly coal output.

The Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act re-
quires extensive permitting procedures, which have sub-
stantially increased costs to the small operators. Con-
gress foresaw this condition, and, consequently, the
Small Operators Assistance Program was enacted in
Section 507(c) of PL 95-87, known as “SOAP."

The costs to maintain this program have been built into
the Act through the Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation
Fund, in which all operators of coal mining operations
subject to the Act are assessed a reclamation fee of 35
cents perton of coal produced by surface coal mining and
15 cents perton of coalunderground mining [Section 402
(@)l

Inaccordance with Section 401 (b) (1), the Abandoned
Mine Land Reclamation Fund will be earmarked for the
Small Operators Assistance Program annually in an
amount not to exceed 10% of reclamation fees collected
for each calendar year, and no more than ten million
dollars each year.

Figure 1 (right) depicts collection of reclamation fees
compared with 10% of these monies in this state.

The SOAP program provides assistance to qualified
small operators who mine less than 100,000 tons of coal
from the preceding year from all locations. The produc-
tion from the following operations shall be attributed to
the operators:

1. All coal produced by operations beneficially
owned entirely or controlled by reasons of owner-
ship, directions of management or in any other
manner.

2. Prorated share, based upon percentage of bene-
ficial ownership of coal produced by operations in
which the operator owns more than a 5% interest.

3. All coal produced by persons who own more than
5% of the applicant or who directly or indirectly
control the applicant by reasons of stock owner-
ship, or direction of management.

4. The pro rata share of coal produced by
operations owned or controlled by the person
who owns or controls the applicant.

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Surface
Mining, has designated the West Virginia Department of
Energy as the sole regulatory authority in the administra-
tion of powers and duties relating to PL 95-87. Further-
more, the Department of Energy, Division of Abandoned
Mine Lands and Reclamation (AML & R) has the respon-
sibility in the administration of the SOAP program. Au-
thority is vested to the Department in Chapter 22 of the
Code of West Virginia.

Figure 1. Thick lines indicate AML fees collected (millions of
dollars); thin lines indicate 10 % SOAP share of fees.
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The Division of AML&R, SOAP Program, will be re-
sponsible for having hydrologic information collected for
the “Determination of the Probable Hydrologic Conse-
quences,” Chapter 22A, Section 3, Subsection 9 (a) (11),
known as Determination, and all information related to
the “Statement of Physical and Chemical Analyses of
Test Borings and Core Samplos,” Chapter 22A, Section
9, Subsection (a) (14), known as Statement, for allquali-
fied small operators,

The Determination is essentially an analysis of the
potential “cause-effact” relationship of the mining and
reclamation oparation on the quality and quantity of the
surface groundwaler regimes. Within the affected area
andthe adjacaont areas, lo adequately assess the surface
and groundwaltor ragimes, quality and quantity of waters
must be dofined lor the seasonal variations in which
seasonal variation could be defined as a spring, summer,
fall, and back-lo-spring relationship.

The Statement Is essentially to identify the geology,
groundwator conditions, and potential toxic materials.
The Statement roquires logs of the drill holes, the thick-
ness of the conl seams, analyses of the chemical prop-
erties of the coal, Including sulfur content, chemical
analysis of potentially acid and toxic forming sections of
the overburden, and chemical analysis of the overburden
above the coal and the stratum (minimum ten feet) lying
immaediately beneath the coal to be mined.

Overburden and minesoil analysis shall be in accor-
dance with standard procedures outlined in Environ-
mental Protection Agency Manual #600/2/78-054 (Field

Figure 2. Projeat conts in millions of dollars
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and Laboratory Methods Applicable to Overburden
Minesoils) or any other methods approved by the Divi-
sion of AML&R.

Small operators who received assistance from the
Division of AML&R will be liable for reimbursing the
Division for all costs incurred in their assistance under
any of the following conditions:

1. Submission of false information on the application
(DMM-30) submitted to the Division of AML&R;

2. Failure to file a Surface Mining Application with
the West Virginia Department of Energy within
one year from receipt of the approved SOAP
report;

3. Failure to mine after obtaining a surface mining
permit;

4. Mining in excess of 100,000 tons per year. How-
ever, if the operator's annual production for coal
exceeds 100,000 tons during any year of the life
of this permit in all operations, the Division may
waive the reimbursement section, if it finds that
the operator acted in good faith at all times.

| have attempted in the above text to provide a short
narrative of this service program as regulated by the
Department.

Now, let me highlight important events of the SOAP
program from 1979 through 1987,

Figures 2 & 3 (below) will agsist in understanding the
importance of these events,

The history of the program from initial approval within
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), October
1979 through and including 1987, 18 as follows:

Figure 3. Thick line indicates applications received;
thin lines indicate applications approved,
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1980: DNR, Division of Reclamation adopted proce-
dures for providing services to qualified small operators
within the state, essentially, those services were utilizing
four consultants to prepare a study to:

. Assess site mineability;

. Establish mining company qualifications;

. Recommend consideration for full scale
investigative efforts;
Assist the Division in preparation of the work
order for required services phase of the program.

B WN =

After completion of that phase, three qualified consult-
ants were selected to provide a proposal to perform
services in accordance with a work order.

1981: West Virginia received a Permanent Program
status from the Office of Surface Mining.

1983: DNR revised operating procedures to eliminate
first phase and solicit bids from all interested qualified
consultants.

1984: DNR again revised operating procedures by the
establishment of six contractors and one assignee. The
contractor was responsible for the completion of the
determination and statement phase, while the assignee
collected and analyzed all laboratory work.

1985: The Departmant of Energy was established as
the regulatory agency for the West Virginia program.

1986: DoE rebid and awarded SOAP services to one
contractor and four assignees to perform all SOAP serv-
ices.

That concludes the past. Now let us look at the present
period of the SOAP program. Again, let us interpret Fig-
ures 2 & 3 in relationship to a comparison of 1979 and
1986.

Animportant part of this period is that DoE requires the
contractor to prepare the SOAP report in an outline that
will satisfy applicable sections of the (DMM-4) Surface
Mine Application form such as;

ATTACHMENTS 23, 24, 26, 27

ATTACHMENT 29.D - Geologic description and

column, along with analysis

ATTACHMENT 30 - Underground mine supplement

ATTACHMENT 42 - Water monitoring

ATTACHMENT 44 - Protection of water rights

ATTACHMENT 45 - Chemical treatment

ATTACHMENT 47 - Probable hydrologic

consequences study

Appendix: GEOLOGIC INFORMATION

1. Coal and overburden analysis
2. Drill logs
Appendix: WATER QUALITY RECORD
1. Surface water quality
2. Groundwater quality
Appendix: FLOW MONITORING RECORD
1. Water levels
2. Flows

Furthermore, Figure 4, the probable number of small
operators in the state from 1982-87, and Chart 1, a
county list of completed SOAP projects, contain a wealth
ofinformation which may be applicable inthe preparation
of new permit applications for all operators.

600
500
400
300
200
100
0

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 |
Figure 4. Number of West Virginia small operators.

County Final Reports  County  Final Reports

Boone 1 Mercer 1
Braxton 3 Mineral 2
Brooke 2 Mingo 3
Clay 2 Monongalia 4
Gilmer 7 Nicholas 28
Grant 1 Preston 24
Greenbrier 3 Raleigh 6
Harrison 18 Randolph 9
Kanawha 2 Summers 1
Lewis 11 Taylor 2
Logan 8 Upshur 1
Marion 4 Webster 4
Mason 1 Wyoming 3
McDowell 5

Chart 1. Completed Projects

Finally, let’s try to visualize what the future of this

service program for the small operators will be like within
«+ the Department of Energy.

First, it has been determined by simply reviewing
Figure 4 that there exist small operators within the state,
and furthermore, Figure 1 indicates that monies are
available for the administration and operation of this
program.

Then why has the trend for the number of applications
received for assistance declined over the years? What
can the Department of Energy delete and/or change to
reverse the trend of this service program?

The Department's long-range goals are to assist the
qualified small operators in the SOAP Programin accor-
dance with the statutory requirements and more impor-
tantly, return the monies collected in the Abandoned
Mine Lands Fund to the states, operators, consuitants
and laboratories.

The Department expects changes and/or corrections
tothe present program proceduresinthe nearfuture, and
will, hopefully, reach these goals.
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NORTH :
AMERICAN o
GREEN 24

Shown

Control Erosion In Heavy Rains,
Conserve Moisture When There Is No Rain.

North American Green offers a variety of Erosion Control Blankets to suit a variely of situations:

Let Nature

Just Roll It On Do Te Rest

Staple It Down

Starting al the top of the slope to be
covered just unroll the Blanket. The
Blanket should never be stretched so

AR D 1 Notth Amancan Cireon Erosion Con
that contact with the soil can be main- S o ol ankets creato an donl environ
tained. Follow the simple instructions As you unroll the Blanket, stapla il manl tor sead 1o gorminate. Because
included with each roll firmly to the ground using North Amaer tho Blankats are 50 waell constructed

ican Green Surelock, Ganarally one \hay holp provent tho loss ol moisture
staple per square yard will be sulli Ihraugh avaporation, yot because the
cient. Under advarga conditions maore Wlankots are porous, the ground will
staples might be required Staplo patl acoopl addiional moisture through
erng are dlustrated i the nstallation taintall
instruchions
North American Green Products
100% Coconut Fiber Blanket for extreme
575 Straw Blanket for modorato runolts 4 1 c 1 25 conditions and ditches.
5150 Straw Blanke! lor hoavy runofts 3.1 P"aoo 100% Nylon Permanent Ditch Liner
sc1 50 i’d;{g‘ﬁg’{""""” Fiber Blankel for heavy Wirite or call North American Green for more information
on the complete selection of Erosion Control/
scc225 Straw/Coconut Fiber Blanket with sead for Rovegetation Blankets.
heavy runoff 2:1

Take the guess work out of erosion control.

CONTACT DISTRIBUTOR'S NEAREST BRANCH
KANAWHA STEEL & EQUIPMENT COMPANY

GENERAL OFFICES
3000 Sissonville Drive
Charleston, W.Va. 25332

P.0. Box 3203 Area Code 304 343-8801 NORTH
BRANCH BRANCH BRANCH AMERICAN
Highway 70 East 0ld Route U.S. 23 North Route U.S. 25 East GREEN

Madisonville, Ky. 42431 Wise, Virginia 24293 Middlesboro, Ky. 40965
P 0. Box 144 Area Code 502-821-2634  P.0. Box 1437 Area Code 703 328-8096  P.0. Box 8 Area Code 606 248-2054 14649 Highway 41 North
BRANCH BRANCH BRANCH Evansville, IN 47711
106 North Bridge Street 1517 Mellwood Avenue Route U.S. 23 North
New Martinsville, W.Va. 26155 Louisville, Ky. 40201 Prestonsburg, Ky. 41653
P 0. lox 208 Area Code 304 455-3430  P.0. Box 32 Area Code 502 589-6278  P.0. Box 126 Area Code 606 886-8123
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Cummins

Cumberiand,

Inc.

Eﬁ\eroquip

As one of America’s largest distributors,
we are your source for the complete line
of durable, high quality hose, fittings,
and adapters.

Introducing a new
standard

engine oil
performance.

B HEAVY DUTY
3U/E STARTER

ARM, AND OFF-ROAD EQUIPMENT
-

Tque Starter
Batteries
from Cummins.

Cummins is proud to offer you the most
advanced battery technology for today's
engines and accessories!

We’re more
than your best source for
Cummins Power, Parts and Service.

We want you to meet the rest of the family...
flﬁﬂlﬂllﬂl‘ll

The leader in heavy-duty filters and
filtration-related products.

Fuel/Lube Oil
Blender

A remarkable new device that quickly,
safely, economically and conveniently
blends used lubricating oil with diesel
fuel for use in your engine.

8 Facel

Heavy-duty
electromagnetic
on-off fan clutches.

Facet is the unordinary on-off clutch. It’s
electromagnetic.

RECON
ELECTRICS—

BUILT TOUGH AND
BACKED WITH

oL : CONFIDENCE
ReCon now offers heavy duty Starters,
Alternators, Solenoids and Parallel

Switches for Cummins and other ap-
plications.

g CUMMINS
DAYCO
GOLD LABEL
A BELTS &
HOSE

Cummins and Dayco have teamed up to
bring you the best engine belt com-
bination available.

fl&%\@ W&i

VEHICLE HEATER SYSTEMS

The most advanced auxiliary
heater system available today.

Great performance runs in the family!

Cummins

Inc.

Cumberland Knoxville, TN

Nashville, TN Hazard, KY Fairmont, WV

(615) 366-4341 (606) 436-5718 (304) 367-0196
Bristol, VA South Charleston, WV

(615) 523-0446 (703) 669-4200 (304) 744-6373

Louisville, KY
(502) 491-4263

Evansville, IN
(812) 425-2464

Paducah, KY
(502) 442-6559
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Service is the cornerstone
of our business.

Upon a foundation of
experience and profes-
sionalism, McDonough
Caperton has built a
regional insurance broker-
age firm assisting clients
nationwide. Ultimately,
service is the only product
we have to sell. Our mission
to provide a distinctive
service of outstanding

value will remain the
cornerstone of our business
an we move forward.

MeDonough Caperton
Insurance Group —
committed to be The Best
Fhere Il

McDonough

Caperton
Insurance

Group

Service
is the cornerstone
of our business,
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® HIGH TORQUE WITH TORQUE

® BROAD RANGE OF

e IMPROVED FUEL ECONOMY

® COMPLETELY INTECGRAL
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FEATURES

RISE. UP TO 60% FOR EASY
DRIVEABILITY AND MORE
GRADEABILITY.

HORSEPOWER RATINGS (12)

WITH ELECTRONIC
INJECTORS AND AIR TO AIR
CHARGE COOLING

ELECTRONIC CONTROLS
PROVIDING:
—COLD STARTING UNAIDELD DOWN
TO10°F
—SMOKE CONTROL
—ROAD SPEED GOVERNING
—CRUISE CONTROL AVAILABLE.
—ENGINE SHUT DOWN SYSTEMS

AVAILABLE
—ENGINE. PROTECTION SYSTEM
—EASY DIAGNOSTICS
Western Branch Diesel, Inc.
Wintersville, OH Strasburg, OH Cambridge, OH South Charleston, WV Ned, KY 41355
286 Luray Drive 301 South Wooster Avenue  State Route 209 3100 MacCorkle Avenue, SW  Highway 15
614-264-7121 2168785516 6144397701 304-744-1511 6066664981
Portsmouth, Va. Richmond, Va. Roanoke, Va. Springfield, Va.
3504 Shipwright Street Rt 95 & Atlee 4546 Thirlane Rd. 8102 Alban Rd.
804-484-6230 804-7986016 703-362-1608 703-569-5650
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1988 in Review

Excerpted from the Chronicle section of the West Virginia Coal Bell

January

Monday the 4th - State Senator
C.N.“Bud"Harman (R-Taylor), long-
time lonely advocate of a right-to-
work law for West Virginia, an-
nounces that a statewide organiza-
tion will place advertisements prior
to this year's general election, to let
voters know where various candi-
dates stand on the issue. The right-
to-work proposal, given token atten-
tion each year by the Legislature,
appears to be gaining momentum.
The current pushis to have the issue
placed on the ballot, apparently
under the theory that opponents will
not be able to bus boisterous union
members in to every voting booth
across the state. It's time that the
people be allowed to speak on this
issue.

Thursday the 7th - Island Creek
Coal Co. announces the layolf of 80
miners at its Birch 2A mine in Nicho-
las County.

Saturday the 16th - Fifteen Wast
Virginia coal companies are recog-
nized for outstanding reclamation
work in 1987, as part of the 15th
Annual West Virginia Mining Sym-
posium. The Charleston Gazette,
which bills itself as “the State News-
paper,” recognizes this effort with
five column inches, or about 20% of
the space devoted to each agcusa-
tion of wrongdoing aimed at coal
companies, or at the State’s regula-
tory agency.

Wednesday the 20th - Peabody
Coal Co. announces the layoff of 48
salaried employees at its various
operations in southern West Vir-
ginia,
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Monday the 25th - Federal offi-
cials agree to return $28.3 million
collected from West Virginia coal op-
erators. The money comes back to
the state in the form of a grant to the
West Virginia Department of En-
ergy, which will fund the reclamation
of some 40 abandoned mine land
sites. Since the federal surface
mining law was passed in 1977,
nearly half a billion dollars has been
extracted from state coal companies
inthis manner. Todate, $170 million
has been returned to WV-DoE for its
AML program. It should be noted
that while the federal government
was extremely slow in getting the
flow of funds started, West Virginia's
agency is now doing an excellont job
in securing funds for reclamation
projects,

Wednesday the 27th - US.
Senator Jay Hockeleller announces
that China Steel Co, of Talwan has
ageod 1o buy 400,000 tons of metal-
lurglcal coal, valued at $18 million,
from an lsland Creek Coal Co. mine
in Logan County. The purchase, to
be made over the next five years,
doubles the amount of business
presently conducted between the
Republic of Taiwan and West Vir-
ginia coal companies.

Thursday the 28th - Amherst In-
dustries, Inc., inarguably one of the
best corporate neighbors a commu-
nity or state could hope for, is under
fire for what area residents view as
excessive noise and dust from a
river side tipple rail car shaker.
Amherst has spent $100,000 on
noise abatement for the facility,
which generates $220,00 annual tax

dollars for the state. Though the
controversy is of recent origin,
Ambherst has been loading coal at
that site since 1870.

Friday the 30th - Late breaking
news department - a federal ap-
peals court has ruled on an appeal,
stemming from a lower court case,
based on revisions of surface mining
regulations, generated by U.S. Inte-
rior Secrotary James Watt (remem-
ber him?). Our court system was
able to get the regulatory process to
this point less than five years after
the revisions were promulgated.

February

Tuesday the 2nd - One of the
Charleston Gazette’s contributing
yoyo's is upset that Morgan Mas-
sey, president of A.T. Massey Coal
Co., appeared as a speaker in
Marshall University's “Yeager
Scholars” program. This “colum-
nist” reaffirmed Massey's right to
free speech (thank you very much,)
then devoted the rest of his space to
a sophomoric attempt at sarcasm,
the point of which was that Massey
was aninappropriate guest speaker.
Incredibly, this man who doesn’t
think college students should be al-
lowed to hear from Massey, is a
librarian, when he isn't writing high
school journalism for the Gazette.

Wednesday the 3rd - Anotherin-
teresting Charleston headline, “Flat-
boat arrives with a little help from a
friend.” The flatboat is a museum
piece hauled nearly 1000 miles up-
river to help celebrate Kanawha

County’s bicentennial. The friend is
Nelson Jones, and his father, Char-
lie Jones, of Amherst Industries —
the same Amherst recently attacked
as a noise polluter at a public hear-
ing, and subsequently, in the local
newspaper. The riverboat assis-
tance given voluntarily to the com-
munity is more reflective of the
Jones family’s approach to being a
corporate neighbor. And it should
count for something when the com-
pany finds it necessary to do a little
business.

Thursday the 4th - Four men are
sent to prison for terms ranging from
35-45 years for their involvement in
the sniper murder of independent
truck driver Hayes West nearly three
years ago. These four waere con-
victed of “conspiracy to damage or
destroy vehicles used In interstate
commerce, intent to endanger the
safety of a driver and carrying fire-
arms in a federal crime of violence.”
Justice has nearly been done. But
at some point, hopefully, there will
be a conviction and a sentence
which reflects that first degree, cold
blooded murder was done,

Sunday the 21st - Political oppo-
sition to WV-DoE Commissioner
Ken Faerber reaches a rdiculous
zenith with the introduction of a billin
the House of Delegates 1o abolish
the Department of Energy.
Faerber's opponents have harped
ad nauseam on the fact that he is a
former coal operator and formaer
owner of a reclamation firm. Now
UMW lobbyist Mike Burdiss chargos
that Faerber has filled the depart-
ment with people who have no min-
ing background. Now which is it?
Should mining regulators have a
background in the industry, or
shouldthey not? Thisis typical of the
fast and loose accusations which
have beset Faerber since he as-
sumed the post. He came into office
announcing that industry and gov-
ernment need not have an adversar-
ial relationship, and he has run his
department in that manner. He be-

lieved that the mine permit process
could be streamlined without com-
promising environmental integrity,
and he has acted on that belief. In
1987, the permit turnaround time
was more than cut in half, and West
Virginia maintains the finest recla-
mation program in the nation. Last
year was our best in production
since 1970, and mine fatalities were
at an all time low. This is not the
record of a man who should be
hounded from office, or an agency
that needs revision, let alone abol-
ishment. It's time the attack dogs
found another target.

Friday the 26th - Speaking of
inconsistent charges, some con-
gressmen are unhappy with the
performance of the Office of Surface
Mining. Mo Udall (D-AZ), who fa-
thered national surface mining legis-
lation, says that OSM has “created
confusion, uncertainty and a regula-
tory vacuum.” No argument there,
Mo, butwhose faultisthat? Thelong
leash given OSM in the Jimmy Car-
teryears, and the resultant backlash
under the Reagan administration
have kept the agency, its personnel,
and its programs in court and in flux
for more than adecade now. Stabil-
ity, not further congressional mud-
dling, is the solution.

March.

Saturday the 5th - Consolidation
Coal lays off 330 employees, 220
from the Ireland Mine in Marshall
County, and 110 at the Pursglove
Mine in Monongalia County.

Tuesday the 8th - OSM Director
Jed Christensen resigns his position
in favor of a county government job
in California. Christensen served as
OSM director for three years, longer
than anyone else in the agency’s 11
year history. No successor has
been named.

Sunday the 20th - Rayle Coal Co.
has filed suit to reclaim money lost

from the pursuit of an unsuccessful
attempt to block its mining operation
inOhio County. The original suitwas
thrown out on the grounds that the
plaintiff's property was not contigu-
ous to the mine, and therefore, not
directly affected. That was the posi-
tion previously outlined by the State
Department of Energy, whichis sup-
posed to administer such matters.
Rayle now feels it is entitled to re-
cover expenses incurred by a suit
which never should have been
brought. The Charleston Gazette is
sufficiently shocked by this turn-
about to assign its attack reporter to
the case. Intypicalfashion, theinitial
story is written to say that Rayle
“claims” to have lost money. This
implies to the reader that maybe a
coal company can be in business,
not mine coal, and still not lose
money. The reporter also manages
to ferret a quote that the countersuit
is meant to intimidate citizens. The
standard phrase for this is “a chilling
effect on citizens’ rights.” He is,
perhaps, saving this for a follow-up
piece.

Monday the 28th - Consolidation
Coal announces an additional 138
layoffs, this time at the company’s
Robinson Run Mine in Harrison
County.

Thursday the 31st - Governor
Moore vetoes the coal severance
tax bill, thus re-imposing the tax-on-
a-tax on state coal operators.

April

Tuesday the 5th - Good times
may lie just ahead for the troubled
coalfields of southern West Virginia.
According to a United Press Interna-
tional story, some 130 companies
are seeking leases from the Poca-
hontas Land Corp. for 40,000 acres
of coal in Mingo and Logan Coun-
ties. Coal reserves in the tract total
225 million tons, about a 40 year
supply. Full development of the
reserves could jump annual produc-
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tion from 1.5 million tons to 8 million,
adding 1,500 jobs in the process.

Tuesday the 12th - Kanawha
County Circuit Judge Patrick Casey
has returned the Black Gold permit
controversy to "ground zero.” Sup-
planting the proper role of the De-
partment of Energy, Casey ruled
that Black Gold of West Virginia has
made “substantial changes in its
permit application.” This means that
the advertisement and public com-
ment period will have to be repeated.
Which means that everything that
has been said and written about the
proposed Lincoln County surface
mine will be said and written again.
This Is a paperwork process which
does nothing to resolve the argu-
ment over whether the mine site
should be permitted.

Wednesday the 13th - Congress-
man Nick Rahall and West Virginia
Energy Commissioner Ken Faerber
continue their squabble over who is
doing what with Abandoned Mine
Lands Funds, and when, and why.
Coal operators are naturally sensi-
tive to the AML Fund, since they
have directly provided the millions
and millions of dollars which are
lying dormant in federal accounts.
The money is, and has been, buried
under an avalanche of paperwork
mandated by the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of
1977, and its subsequent imple-
manting regulations. Federal and
state officals would do well to expe-
dite the process as much as pos-
sible, It's DoE's job to ask for the
money in an organized manner. Itis
the function of Congress to appropri-
ate the money. It s for OSM to fulfill
the state grants. And finally, it is up
1o Dol o spond It efficiently. Con-
gressman Bob Wise wants “to get
averyone Involved” but the con-
grossional role |8 supposed to be
minimal, and the fewer people in-
volved, the quicker the coal-funded
program oan translate Into accom
plishoed reclamation,
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Friday the 15th - More good news
for West Virginia coal, though of a
long-range nature, comes with the
passage by the U.S. Senate of “al-
ternative fuels legislation.” The bill
was designed to provide incentives
for U.S. automakers to produce ve-
hicles which run on fuels made from
coal, grain, or natural gas. The
House of Representatives has al-
ready passed a similar measure,
and the bill is expected to become
law later this year. Though the tech-
nology for alternative fuel vehiclesis
still several years away, the meas-
ure may have important implications
forthe coalindustry by the turn of the
century. West Virginia Senator Jay
Rockefeller was aleaderin securing
passage of the bill.

Thursday the 21st - South
Korea's government owned steel
company has agreed to increase its
purchases of West Virginia metallur-
gical coal by 28% over a five year
period. The new contract is ex-
pected to add at least 100 new min-
ing jobs, primarily in Boone and
Raleigh Counties.

Friday the 22nd - Consolidation
Coal Co. announces that it may shut
down its Shoemaker Mine in
Marshall County, if state and federal
agencies refuse to approve its per-
mit to expand a refuse pile. A shut-
down of Shoemaker would result in
350 layoffs.

May

Saturday the 4th - In a letter to
OSM Acting Director Robert Gentile,
Congressmen Morris Udall (D-AZ)
and Nick Rahall (D-WV) today at-
tacked the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Energy as failing to enforce
the letter and spirit of the federal
Surface Mining Control Act of 1977.
Udall, the “father” of national surface
mining legislation, is upset by the
factthatthe Actwhich he sponsored,
and the mountains of regulations
which have since been drafted, fail

to require an applicant to disclose
who will actually mine coal. Rahall,
chairman of the House mining sub-
committee, spent most of an after-
noon in Logan recently, cross-ex-
amining a Lincoln County applicant
on this point. Regardless of the
expressed concerns of these gentle-
men, the applicantin questionis now
in compliance with the law, and WV-
DoE has properly enforced that law.
No amount of posturing will change
that fact, and whether the D.C.
based Environmental Policy Insti-
tute is pleased, or not, is not rele-
vant.

Thursday the 6th - Presidential
front-runners George Bush and Mi-
chael Dukakis have both made their
obligatory visits to West Virginia coal
facilities, days ahead of the now
meaningless West Virginia presi-
dential primary. Intraditional Demo-
cratic fashion, Dukakis posed with
UMW President Richard Trumka
outside a Kanawha County mine,
rigged out in miner’s gear, and look-
ing as much like a coal miner as
Donald Duck. In a more Republican
manner, Bush visited WVU and
talked about coal research, while ac-
knowledging that much of it is “over
his head.” Inneitherofthese “photo
opportunities” did either man raise
the specter of acid rain legislation,
which could cripple West Virginia
andits coalindustry. Itisto be hoped
that in any future campaign appear-
ances by the candidates, the state’s
crack investigative media will raise
this point of relevance and find out
where they stand. Inquiring voters
want to know, or at least they should.

Wednesday May 11 - West
Virginia’'s Supreme Court of Appeals
will get a new look over the next
several years. Darrell McGraw, the
former chief justice, who lectured
litigants, castigated colleagues, and
generally showed himself to be a
judicial enemy of anyone who meets
a payroll, was rejected yesterday by
Democratic voters in his bid to stay
onthe Court for the remainder of the

century. On philosophical grounds,
business groups generally opposed
incumbent Thomas Miller, who led
the ticket. But the erratic behavior
and blatantly hostile attitude of
McGraw made his defeat a prime
objective of those who would like the
Courtto veerback toward the middle
ground. Whatever the outcome of
the November general -election,
West Virginia’s Supreme Court of
Appeals will have changed for the
better.

Thursday the 19th - Allegheny
Power has negotiated a five year
contract with electric cooperativesin
Virginia that will utilize 550 to 800
thousand tons of West Virginia coal,
annually. Some 250 mining jobs will
be saved, or created.

Friday the 20th - Amarican Elec-
tric Power proposes to construct the
world’s largest fluidized bed com-
bustion power plant In Mason
County. The $579 million project
would greatly increase the market
for West Virginia high-sulfur coal,
Pending a grant from the U.S, Da-
partment of Energy, construction
could begin in 1993, with the units
coming on line two years later, AEP
officials warn, however, that pend
ing acid rain legislation could divert
needed funds to scrubber Installa
tion, and cancel the project,

Saturday the 21st - Wormn down
by endless litigation, MEPCO has
withdrawn its plans to mine coal on
Booths Creek, in Monongalia
County. All that was demonstrated
in the lengthy legal process is that a
bulldog tenacity by environmental
litigants can drive the profitability of a
small coal company below the line of
mining feasibility.

Thursday the 26th - Senator
Robert Byrd of West Virginia, prime
mover of the Clean Coal Technology
Program, announced that Virginia
Power Co. and Island Creek Coal
Co. will seek federal funding to help
build a $223 million “clean coal

power plant” in Grant County. The
facility would burn 390,000 tons of
state coal per year, and create 44
new jobs, once constructed.

June

Sunday the 5th - Anhydrous
ammonia is a promising treatment
system for acidic waters, in that it
costs little and raises the pH quickly.
The use of this chemical in West Vir-
giniastreamsis headlined as follows
by the ever vigilant Charleston Ga-
zette: “Nearly 60 state mines pump-
ing dangerous gas.” Such a head-
line implies a danger to human life,
and anyone who didn’t bother to
read the story would be left with just
that impression. The toxic proper-
ties of anhydrous ammonia relate to
aquatic life, which by definition, does
not exist in highly acidic streams.
The use of this chemical requires,
and receives, careful monitoring. It
would be nice if the Gazette were as
careful with its rhetoric.

Monday the 6th - Governors
Mario Cuomo of New York and Rich-
ard Celeste of Ohio announce a joint
proposal to reduce sulfur emissions
blamed for “acid rain." The agree-
ment cannot accurately be called a
"knee jerk" reaction, since it report-
edly follows a “year of negotiations”
between aides of the two governors.
But it is based on some fallacious
assumptions, and it does represent
a “caving in” of sorts on the part of
Govemnor Celeste. News accounts
of the agreement refer to sulfur diox-
Ide as “a major source of acid rain,”
an assertion that is far from proven.
Also the prominence of New York
and Ohio lends afalse importance to
the pronouncements of those states’
respective govenors. No one has
authorized Richard Celeste to speak
for midwestern coal and utility com-
panies or their customers.

Thursday the 16th - Assistant At-
torney General Eumi L. Choi ac-
cuses environmental lawyers Pat-

rick McGinley and Thomas Rodd of
being “rude, confrontational and
contentious,” in the conduct of a
homeowners’ suit against the State
Department of Energy; of unethi-
cally contacting DoE defendants;
and further, that Rodd used obscene
language in a phone conversation.
Rodd and McGinley, unaccustomed
to being on the defensive, declined
tocomment. They did, however, ask
the judge to censure Choi, and to
shield all papers concerning the
complaint from public view. The
Charleston Daily Mailran an Associ-
ated Press account of the conflict,
but the Gazette, true to its nature,
seemingly assigned Paul Nyden to
come up with character witnesses.
Nyden dutifully quoted a court re-
porter and another state lawyer to
the effect that Rodd and McGinley
are wonderful guys. However this
comes out, we can’t say it hasn't
been fun.

July

Friday the 1st - Charleston Ga-
zette Editor Don Marsh, who never
misses an opportunity to swipe at
the coal industry, labels coal as
“West Virginia's curse,” and claims it
is “responsible for many of our Third
World conditions.” This was just a
passing shot fired as he launched
into a discourse of criminal justice in
the Mountain State. Inrecent years,
much of coal news coverage has
focused on job losses in the south-
ern part of the state, which have
resulted in depressed economic
conditions. This would be (wouldn't
it?) a “Third World condition” brought
on by the absence of coal. Where
coal is king, and the coal industry is
healthy, the community prospers.
Even Richard Trumka would agree
to that.

Wednesday the 6th - The Char-
leston Gazette, unofficial partners
with environmental lawyers in an
unrelenting attack on coal and the
West Virginia Department of En-
ergy, should have been editorially
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red-faced when ethics charges were
filed against those same lawyers.
The complaint stemmed from an
anti-mining lawsuit and involved
improper contact with DoE person-
nel, obscene language and gener-
ally rude, unprofessional behavior.
Far from being embarrassed, the
Gazette wrote an editorial brushing
aside the charges, called the offend-
ing lawyers “idealists,” character-
ized the complainant as “inexperi-
enced,” and ascribed ulterior DoE
motives to the whole case. Such
impotent rationalization is the pri-
mary reasonwhy the Gazette has no
credibility among the objective pub-
lic, and is left to preach endlessly to
its small choir of believers.

Sunday the 17th - A major Sun-
day Gazette-Mail (read Charleston
Gazette) story reveals the startling
news that business entities and indi-
viduals contribute more heavily to
office seekers whom they perceive
as favorably inclined toward their
own interests. The level of shock
registered by the state’s largest
newspaper at such revelations tells
us that such interest groups as
teachers, farmers, veterans,
churches, small businessmen, labor
unions, and environmentalists pre-
sumably contribute to politicians of
opposing viewpoints. Either that, or
they avoid contributions altogether,
lest they be accused of seeking
special favors. Monetary contribu-
tions to political campaigns are le-
gal, and legally limited. As long as
that is so, business, or any other
interest, would be well advised to
participate, the Gazette's curious
logic notwithstanding.

Monday the 18th - Opposition
continues to mount to the celebrated
“acid rain compromise” reached by
the governors of New York and
Ohio. lllinois lawmakers fear mas-
sive layoffs 'and broad price in-
creases as a result of the plan, and
like others, they question the advisa-
bility of taking any further legislative
action. Thisis good. There is areal
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danger of a "bandwagon” effect
among congressmen who are sim-
ply tired of the issue. Repetition of
the accusation is not a substitute,
nor an antidote, for hard scientific
evidence. Thousands of Appala-
chian and Midwestern miners are
understandably reluctant to disrupt
their livelihood on the possibility that
some fish are dying before their
time.

Sunday the 24th - Coal operator
James D. LaRosa purchasedthe old
Robinson Grand Theater in
Clarksburg, “reclaimed” the build-
ing, and turned it into the Rose Gar-
den Theater of the Performing Arts,
a source of great civic pride in that
Harrison County city. This is the
same James D. LaRosa whose
Holly Grove Coal Co. aroused a
storm of protest a few years ago
when it attempted to open a mine in
neighboring Upshur County. The
money which he generously shared
with his fellow citizens of Clarksburg
was made primarily in the coal busi-
ness. It is suggested that if he is
worthy to be entrusted with a piece of
Clarksburg's downtown haritage, he
might be trusted with a few acres of
country land.

Thursday the 28th - Black Gold of
Wast Virginia has its parmit in hand
to operate a Lincoln County surface
mine - almost. The State Depart-
ment of Energy has issued the per-
mit, pending receipt of a $125,000
reclamation bond, and information
as to who will actually perform the
mining. There's one other hitch.
After months of applications, revi-
sions, hearings and other legal
maneuvering, lawyers for protesting
landowners plan to fight the issued
permit in court.

Saturday the 30th - It just hasn’t
been the Gazette’'s month. Now
comes word that a letter published
by the Gazette last December was
bogus. The letter, purportedly from
one “Rufus Turner” of Racine was

sharply critical of State Department
of Energy officials. Actually, it was
written by Tom Hindes, a departing
deputy in the Attorney General's
office. Hindes claims he used the
fictitious name to avoid casting any
negative reflections on his fellow AG
employees, specifically those who
work with DoE, and even more spe-
cifically, Miss Ennui Choi. Choi is
presently defending DoE in court,
and she is also Hinde’s social com-
panion. It gets better. The initial
Gazette story failed to reveal how
the phony letter came to light. Choi,
in connection with her DoE court
case, recently filed an ethics com-
plaint against two environmental
lawyers (see item above). Paul
Nyden, who is making a Gazette
career out of attacking DoE and the
coal industry, cast some editorial
aspersions toward Choi, who had
caused trouble for his lawyer bud-
dies. Hindes took offense at this,
and when the two encountered one
another at a Charleston restaurant,
a shouting match revealed that he
had hoodwinked the Gazette with
his bogus letter from “Rufus Turner.”
It gets better yet. In a subsequent
column, Gazette Editor Don Marsh
attempted to contain the damage to
his paper’s already limited credibil-
ity. In the course of trying to white-
wash an uneven letter-to-the-editor
policy, and Paul Nyden's attack
approach to journalism, he recounts
conversations with Energy Commis-
sioner Ken Faerber. Faerber, how-
ever, says that he has never spoken
with Marsh, on any occasion, on any
subject. In its infamous Saturday
Smiles & Scowls column, the Ga-
zette frowned at Hindes for his du-
plicity, but spared itself the triple
scowl it deserves for incompetence,
unfairness, and an unwillingness to
own up to it. This story, and its
implications, should not die from
inattention. It needs a good investi-
gative reporter. Perhaps a member
of the “insipid press” would be willing
to take on the job. Any nominations,
Mr. Marsh?

August

Wednesday the 3rd - ‘State leads
nation in mining deaths,” reads the
headline. That’s a true statement,
but very misleading. The figures are
based on actual fatalities, without re-
gard to production levels. As such,
the report says little about the level of
mine safety in West Virginia. In
1988, fatalities have occurred in 11
states, all but one of which mine less
coal than West Virginia. Also, it
should be noted that the level of fa-
talities is the same asin 1987, when
the state recorded an all time low
number of fatalities for the year.
When mine safety has reached the
levelthatit hasin West Virginia, then
percentages mean littla. Our con-
centration must be to reach zero
fatalities without regard to the totals
of other states. Butthatis apparently
of less news value,

Thursday the 4th - A shorl news
item reports that the Department of
Natural Resources I8 keoping a
close watch on the Tygart River,
where heavy raing washoed acid
drainage into the stream, causing a
significant rise in tha river's pollution
level. Nowhere is there any mention
of the 18 companies who contrib-
uted equipment and manpower to
abate the problem. Nonae of these
companies were responaible for the
problem, but they willingly chippedin
to provide the solution. Suraly that
was worthy, at least, of a smile from
the Charleston Gazette.

Friday the 12th - Charlesion
Gazette Editor Don Marsh writes a
weekly column in which he, as the
late Dick Knowles described |t
“picks the lint out of his journalistic
navel.” Thistime, he is attempting to
excuse his paper for blithely printing
a phony and derogatory letter-to-
the-editor, in which the author, hid-
ing behind a pseudonym, scurril-
ously attacked the State Depart-
ment of Energy. Rather than admit-
ting that the Gazette enthusiasti-
cally jumps at -any chance to heap
abuse on the DoE, Marsh rambles

on about the difficulty of checking
the authenticity of letters, how he is
good at spotting phonies (really!)
and how he agrees with what the
letter said anyway. What little logic
he displays breaks down when he
alludes to conversations with DoE
Commissioner Ken Faerber. Faer-
ber retorted that he has never spo-
ken with Marsh. Marsh now isn’t
sure who he talked to over there. If
it's too big a job to verify letters-to-
the-editor, perhaps someone at the
Gazette could at least check
Marsh’s column for accuracy.

Friday the 12th - Roy G. “Chick”
Lockard, president of Kelley Coal
Co., Clarksburg, is elected chairman
of the Board of Directors of the West
Virginia Mining & Reclamation As-
sociation at the organization’s An-
nual Meeting in White Sulphur
Springs.

Sunday the 21st - The Sunday
Gazette-Mail, really the Sunday ver-
sion of the Charleston Gazette,
places the following screaming
headline over an erroneous Associ-
ated Press story: “Safety training
waived despite mine fatalities.”
Three recent fatalities involving non-
mine personnel on mine property
have rightly raised safety concerns.
But the statement that the State
“Department of Energy has ex-
empted surface mine contractors
from a state law requiring safety
training programs at all coal mines,”
is flat out wrong. Infact, no changes
have been made in safety require-
mentsinthe pasttwo years. The AP
slory confuses contract miners, who
are required to undergo safety train-
ing, with those performing non-min-
Ing contract services, such as deliv-
ary, repair, etc. True to its nature,
the Charleston Gazette, in a subse-
quent editorial, compounds the error
by stating that the “Department of
Energy has exempted surface
mines from a state law requiring
safety training programs at all coal
mines." The Gazette, as experience
teaches, will not correct its errors

and misimplications.

Thursday the 25th - An interest-
ing situation has developed in Ohio
County, where a citizen’s group has
obtained land to be used as a scenic
overlook where visitors can view the
progess of Rayle Coal Co.’s nearby
surface operation. Given the fact
that the group opposed theissuance
of a permit to Rayle, the “tourist
attraction,” will presumably be con-
structed with tongue in cheek, and
as a watchdog to the operation. But
still, it's a good idea. Rayle, and
every other mining operation al-
ready has plenty of government
watchdogs. And the public overlook
won’t make them any more or less
conscientious in their reclamation
efforts. But it will be good for the
public to witness the transformation
of undisturbed land into a mining
operation, and back again to re-
claimed land.

Tuesday the 30th - Two sections
of coal mining West Virginia goingin
opposite directions: M & A Miningin
McDowell County, plagued by re-
cent sniper fire has laid off its em-
ployees for their own safety; Island
Creek Coal Co. is expanding its
North Branch Mine in Grant County,
creating 89 jobs in the process.

September

Friday the 2nd - Congressman
Nick Rahall wants the Office of Sur-
face Mining to delay granting emer-
gency powers to the West Virginia
Department of Energy. The con-
gressman's thinking is that DoE
doesn't respond efficiently to emer-
gency situations. He wants the fed-
eralgovernmentto handleitinstead.
And with typical federal efficiency,
he thinks that OSM and his congres-
sional subcommittee should begin
by studying the problem. The con-
gressman apparently sees noincon-
gruity in this curious position, and
that’s why these matters are best left
at the state level.
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Saturday the 10th - Economically
ravaged McDowell County I8 in on
the power plant sweepstakes. Blue-
field Energy Supply Corp. is negoti-
ating with Virginia Electric Power
Co. to supply 300 megawatts of
electricity, The transaction would
mean the construction of a $400
million power plant in McDowell,
croate 100 permanent operating
jobs, and 500-600 related jobs, as
waoll as a market for a million tons per
yoar of low ash coal.

Tuesday the 13th - Congress-
man Nick Rahall continues to seek
ways to help the coal industry in the
marketplace. His latest proposal
would require U.S. financed power
plants on foreign soil to burn Ameri-
can coal. This would blunt the proc-
ess wherein foreign companies and
governments use U.S. dollars to
bludgeon American competition.
Good idea, Mr. Rahall.

Thursday the 15th - More good
news from McDowell County. Gary
Coal Sales Inc. has purchased the
former U.S. Steel Mining Co. Mine
No. 4 in Gary, and will reopen it
within two weeks, recalling 24 union
miners, hiring seven office workers,
and contracting 8-10 truck drivers.
Good luck, gentlemen,

Friday the 16th - Just as people-
fed wild bears retum for furthor
handouts, Tom Galloway has come
to West Virginia,  Galloway I8 the
Washington D, C, lawyar who ox
tracted an outrageous amount of
money from the taxpayoers of Ken:
tucky in return for dropping & lawsull
against the state's mine regulatory
agency. Now, armed with an “intent
to sue,” a Charleston Gazelle re-
porter in pocket, and the usual In-
temperate rhetoric, Galloway has
his hand out to West Virginia. In
blasting the WV-DoE, Galloway has
the cheek to say, “The taxpayers
have not gotten what they paid for.”
If state officials here do what Ken-
tucky did, and knuckle under to
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Galloway's brand of legal larceny,
the taxpayers will pay plenty and
have nothing to show for it.

Saturday the 17th - A constituent
of State Senator and coal operator
Tracy Hylton (R-Raleigh) wrote him
a letter, asking advice on finding
employment. Sen. Hylton advised
the man to “go south, where they
have the right-to-work law, which
has enabled them to bring in big
industry, thus creating many jobs.”
The man expressed surprise that a
West Virginia state senator would
advise a constituent to leave the
state. He needn’t have been. Tracy
Hylton is nothing, if not an honest
man, and when you ask him a ques-
tion, don't expect a sugar coated
answer. He evidently assumed that
the gentlemanwas seeking the most
practical solutionto his problem, and
not a glossy advertisement for the
state’s economy. Perhaps right-to-
work was on the Senator's mind,
since both gubernatorial candidates
are onrecord as opposingit, despite
strong evidence of overwhelming
support for right-to-work among the
people of West Virginia.

Monday the 19th - Among the
nation's top 20 coal producers,
Westmoreland Coal Co. has the
best safety record, according to a
recently released survey, measur-
ing the rate of fatal and other serious
accldonts for 1987,

Wadnesday the 218t - The an
nouncemant of a planned $150 mil-
llon powaer plant for Morgantown will
mean 400 construotion jobs and 126
oparating positions. The plant will
burmn 200,000 tons of coal annually,

Bundlr the 26th - lsland Crook
Conl Co. in the 1980 national winner
of a reclamation compelition spon
sorod by the Interstate Mining Com:
pact Commission. Island Creok was
recognizedtorits 870 acre operation
in Nicholas County.

Tuesday the 27th - The federal
Department of Energy has approved
construction of a $579 clean coal
project ih Mason County. The 330
megawatt fluidized bed combustion
power plant, to be built at the Philip
Sporn plant near New Haven, is the
largest project yet approved under
the Clean Coal Technology Pro-
gram. The project willbe completed
in late 1995.

October

Wednesday the 12th - Right-to-
work supporters in West Virginia
have been disappointed in every
election year to hear all candidates
for statewide office denounce their
cause. But more-and more, cracks
are appearing in the dyke of opposi-
tion to right-to-work. In this year's
gubernatorial debate, incumbent
Arch Moore and challenger Gaston
Caperton both vowed to veto any
such bill which might be sent to their
desk by the State Legislature. But
both made oblique references to
“the will of the people,” indicating
that the results of a popular referen-
dumonthe issue would weigh heav-
ilyintheir decision. Since both sides
in the controversy claim to have the
support of the general populace, it
would seem to be unanimously
beneficial to let the people of West
Virginia vote on right-to work. Let's
do it

Friday the 14th - President Re-
agan has signed into law Sen. Jay
Hockelellor's alternative fuels bill,
which could someday open a major
and badly needed market for West
Virginia coal,

Sunday the 23rd - Another ex-
ample of the curious logic which
sooms to afflict those who appoint
themselves as guardians of the
public interest Washington lawyer
Thomas Galloway and Jim Lyon of
the Environmental Policy Institute,
who are preparing an attempt to

extract money from West Virginia
taxpayers to help run our govern-
ment, chartered a helicopter for the
purpose of video taping and photo-
graphing mining operations across
the southern part of the state. The
group apparently offered to make
the flight with OSM and WV-DoE
officials. The offer was ignored or
declined. Lyon charges that DoE
has “secretly assembled a list" of the
overflight sites, and supplied It to
OSM. Hopefully, DoE is guilty of this
charge. OSM and DoE will be sued
by Galloway and Lyon and their
associates. To assist the plaintitis,
which they were duty bound 1o do,
andthento refuse assistance 1o their
“co-defendants,” wouldn't be very
prudent, would it? If EPI Invited the
agencies to take par In the ovor-
flight, how can a list of the sites be
regarded as “secret"? Lyon ex

pressedthe obligatory horror at what
he saw fromthe air, The Charleston
Gazette, always a cooparative parn

ner in the ongoing attack on Dol
illustrated Lyon's viewpolnt with a
black and white photo of an ordinary
active mining operation, which tells
the reading public exactly nothing,
except that an active mine resem

bles a large construction project.

November

Monday the 7th - Heavens to
Betsy! The Charleston Gazetle has
reported that coal operators “con
tributed heavily” to the reelection
campaign of Governor Arch Moore.
This startling pronouncemaent
comes, of course, fromthe computer
terminal of “investigative reponer”
Paul Nyden, who apparently would
have nothing to write about were it
not for the coal industry. No Nyden
story would be complete without a
slanderous accusation for his select
list of “sources.” This time, Morgan-
town coal-truck-chaser Tom Rodd
charges that coal operators get per-
mits by a two-step process. First,
you stop by the Governor's office

and make a big contribution. Then,
you see Energy Commissioner Ken
Faerber and get an automatic per-
mit. This, says Rodd, is a “perver-
slon of the regulatory process.”
Since the gloves are off, Nyden and
Rodd should be exposed for what
they are, namely a perversion of the
journalism process.

December

Thursday the 1st-T. S. Ary, head
of the U.S. Bureau of Mines, says
that if he is reappointed to that post
by President-Elect George Bush, he
will “fight other agencies, environ-
mentalists, and foreigners threaten-
ing the mining agency.” Ary particu-
larly wants to lead the battle against
“crazy regulations,” especially those
generated by EPA. This alone would
be reason enough to support the
renomination, though it raises the
question of whether these regula-
lory miracles were possible during
the last administration.

Tuesday the 6th - U.S. coal ex-
portsto Canada were up considera-
blyin 1987 dueto“anincreasein Ca-
nadian electricity demand, and the
unavailability of hydroelectric
power, brought on by the drought.”
Food for thought for those Canadi-
ans and Americans who would
cripple large chucks of the U.S. coal
industry to silence the persistent
demands of the “acid rain” lobby.

Friday the 9th - A $4.8 “clean coal
lochnology” project has been ap-
proved for Logan County. The
money includes federal funding of
50% for a two-year research project
it United Coal's preparation plant at
Sharples. The project will focus on
raecovering low ash, low sulfur coal
from refuse slurry.

Tuesday the 13th - Coal Maga-
zine honors U.S. Senator Robert C.
Byrd (D-WV) as its “Coal Man of the

Year,” for his legislative and leader-
ship contributions on matters related
tocoal. The dinnerin Byrd's honoris
sponsored by the National Coal As-
sociation, which recognizes the
Senator’s “career-long dedication to
the industry.”

Wednesday the 14th - At times it
is necessary for the coal industry to
“go to the mat” with either the UMW
or the environmental community
when issues of mutual interest and
contradictory desires arise. On any
given issue, two of these groups
mightbe allied. Such isthe case with
respect to the controversy over “acid
rain” legislation. Management and
labor are concerned with the preser-
vation of the economic health of their
constituencies. The environmental-
ists are more concerned with thefish
count. Whenever such legislation is
contemplated, proponents are cer-
tainto come forth with optimistic pre-
dictions that jobs will be created. It
happens every time, without fail.
Whether these new jobs are geo-
graphically or technologically re-
lated to the displaced miners is not
usually discussed. A recently re-
leased reportby the National Wildlife
Federation concedes that federal
legislation might cost some 1,100
northern West Virginia miners their
jobs, but it cheerfully projects that
16,000 jobs will be created in the low
sulfur southern counties. The UMW
is skeptical, to say the least, and with
good reason. A subsequent report,
by the pro-legislation Center for
Clean Air Policy, optimistically
points to a possible 1,400 new job
opportunities for southern West Vir-
ginians. That's less than 10% of the
total envisioned by the Wildlife
Federation’s pie-in-the-sky projec-
tions. Neither number is much con-
solation to northem West Virginia
miners who face the prospect of
permanent unemployment, and who
rightfully wonder how an employ-
ment increase in another part of the
state is of any help?
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Fertilizer Company, Inc. \w

M1. STATE BIT
SERVICE. INC.

P.O. BOX 4300, MORGANTOWN, WV 26505

Fertilizer
Hydromulich
Seeds

Custom Fertilizer Formantion

Soil Testing & Quality Delivery Service

Contact P.O. Box 172
Tim Fullen Union, WV 24983
(304) 772-3088

(304) 296-1783

® COMPLETE LINE OF EXPOSIVES

@ COMPLETE LINE OF ACCESSORIES

® CONTRACT DRILLING SERVICES

e CONTRACT BLASTING SERVICES

e MIX PLANT FACILITIES FOR
PACKAGING OF BAGGED ANFO
AND WET HOLE STICKS WITH
VARIOUS DENSITY AND ENERGY

MORGANTOWN, WV GRANTSVILLE, MD
HUNTINGTON, WV FAIRBANKS, PA

PROMPT & DEPENDABLE

Let us add a farming dimension to your seeding needs

Bell Farms Reclamation
Service

Specializing in
e Land Reclamation

» Landscape Seeding
e Erosion Control

Robert Gene Bell

Rt. 1 Box 373A
Summersville, WV 26651
Phone (304) 872-3749

Serving the Coal Industry for over 50 years
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Is what we're all about”

GET RID OF WASTE OIL PROFITABLY -- TURN IT INTO FREE HEAT

Your CLEAN BURN Furnace will destroy

that dirty oll afficiontly, without smoke or
odor . .. . and heat your shop to boot
We think our furnaces are the best on
the market. Just call us for a free
demonstration, and wa'll be glad to

tell you why,

ho

WE MAKE WARM FRIENDS

Hotsy Equipment Company

Charleston 744-3493
Clarksburg 623-6335
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Stand Back and

watch US GI’OW'
Massie Brothers

Trucking & Reclamation

We specialize in hydroseeding, tree planting & straw blowing

T it S . Charles Massie,
ady Spring
(304) 787-3933 Owner

1 0 = . = f _’w
LN~ T LT _!l QF ST 4

) L] i :
- T e iy i k= . 3 S 3
L T o b 3 v L S A, o0
JE o s ,
- L & N s = 4 =
f y b Y N % = 77
y )

Depend upon

The Ohio Seed Company . =

for all reclamation seed
high quality and prompt delivery

TOLL FREE
1-800-336-7333 WE ARE COMMITTED TO

WEST VIRGINIA SURFACE MINING
The Ohio Seed Company

P.O. Box 87
I xporinnce W t J ﬂ: n, Oh'o 43162 TIM W. WARDEN BECKLEY, WV
(614) 879 8366 GENERAL MANAGER

(304) 683-4301
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Woody
Plants for
Revegetation

by Jeff Skousen
Extension Reclamation Specialist
West Virginia University

Introduction

During the 1940s, 50s, and 60s in the eastern U.S.,
tree establishment was a traditional method of revege-
tating surface mines to stabilize the site and to returnit to
forestland. However, during the past decade, revegeta-
tion practices inthe U.S. have been primarily determined
by legal requirements. Federal and state reclamation
regulations encourage seeding of grasses and legumes
to control erosion, stabilize the minesoil, and provide
economic and aesthetic benefits. These laws tend to
hinder tree planting because they permit partial release
of revegetation bonds as soon as the ground cover re-
quirementis met. The cover requirement is achieved by
herbaceous plants, and planting of woody plants is an
added reclamation expense to mining companies. Even
though not planted, woody spacies will often become
established by natural secondary succession If given the
opportunity and sufficient time, especially where the re-
claimed site is surrounded by native forest. Howevaer,
establishment of a forest of commercial value Is ex-
tremely slow by natural succession.

Postmining land uses with woody plants

SMCRA recognizes forestland as a viable and desir-
able postmining land use. *Regulations define the suc-
cess of forest plantings by the survival rate of commer-
cially valuable trees. In addition to tree survival, regula-
tions require regrading of the spoil, topsoil replacement,
and developmentof adense, herbaceous, groundcover.
Soil compaction from regrading and establishment of a
dense, competitive, herbaceous cover are detrimental to
the survival and growth of trees. Because of the high
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Figure 1. Direct seeding of black locust five years ago has

produced this stand of locust trees on a southern West Virginia
surface mine. The black locust seeding rate was 5 Ibs./acre.

mortality rate of commercially valuable trees on mine
lands and the expense of buying 600+ seedlings/acre
(which is a minimum number that should be planted),
forestland is generally not designated as the postmining
land use in the permit.

Another postmining land use recognized by federal
and state laws is wildlife habitat. Almost any postmining
land use can provide some benefit to wildlife. Many plant
species are known to meet specific habitat needs for
wildlife. So, when developing wildlife habitat plans, the
answers to a few questions can help to determine the
type of planthatis needed. First, what wildlife species (or
how many different types) can be supported and which
ones willbe selected for emphasisinthe habitat manage-
ment plan? Second, what plants do these wildlife spe-
cles require for food and cover? Third, are these plants
capable of surviving on the mine site, and are they
available in sufficient quantities at a reasonable cost?
Once these questions are answered, the reclamation
gpecialist (with the help of the WV Department of Natural
Resources or other consultants) can develop a planting
plan. These plans normally contain instructions and
drawings for establishing plants in an effective pattern for
wildlife.

Practices

Direct seeding of trees and shrubs appears to be an
appealing method for establishment of woody plants
since a hydroseeder is used to seed grasses and leg-
umes anyway. However, only afew woody species have
been successfully established on surface mines by this

method. These successfully seeded species include
black locust, bristly locust, bicolor lespedeza, indi-
gobush, dogwood, and autumn olive (Figure 1). Other
woody species (including Virginia and white pine) have
been direct seeded and have shown mixed success.
Therefore, direct seeding of woody species is generally
not recommended unless plants listed above are used or
personal success with direct seeding has occurred inthe
past. Some revegetation specialists reduce the amount
of herbaceous seed (by a half or third of the total) and
then add a small amount of black locust, pine, and/or
shrub lespedeza seed to the mix.

Woody plants are most often astab-
lished by hand or machine planting of
individual seedlings. Some species
(such as aspen, hybrid poplar, cotton-
wood, or willow) can be established by
planting pieces of the root, somaetimes
called cuttings or bare rootstock, In
order to successfully establish seed-
lings or cuttings on some sltes, herbi-
cide may be sprayedinpatches orrows |
4 to 6 weeks prior to planting to reduce
competition from herbaceous vegeta-
tion. Even with herbicide, certain her- §
baceous species can come back
quickly the next year and may choke &
out the seedlings. In addition, rodents
and deer may also eat the succulent
leaves of the new seedlings and kill
them.

Common Tree Species

Black locust (Hobinia pseudoacacia) has been
planted and direct seeded more than any other tree
species on mine lands In the eastern U.S. It grows well
on a variety of sites Iincluding acld, compacted, steep,
and droughty minesoils. Black locust improves the site
due to its nitrogen-fixing capability and can provide for
natural invasion of hardwoods. It I8 a competitive tree
and may damage some companion troes and spread to
adjacent areas. It is also susceptible to locust borer
damage, and tends to die out after 10 1o 20 years. Locust
stands may become very thick after 6 1o 10 years where
excessive seeding rates were usod,

European black alder (Alnus glutinosa)|s adaptedto
awide range of minesoils. Itis a nitrogen-fixing plant, has
good seedling survival, and grows rapidly. It performs
well in acid environments, and grows better than black
locust at high elevations. It provides food and cover for
wildlife (Figure 2).

Hybrid poplars (Populus spp.) have been planted on
many surface mine sites to grow trees for pulpwood.
These hybrids show low mortality and rapid growth on
surface mines, and can be established from cuttings.

Virginia pine (Pinus virginiana) is probably the most
widely planted conifer on mine lands. It is particularly
useful on acid and droughty sites, and ofteninvades onto
disturbed areas from surrounding native woodlands. Itis
good for wildlife food and cover.

White pine (Pinus strobus) is native to this region,
and is adapted to a variety of soils and climatic condi-
tions. Survival and growth of white pine on surface mines
is variable. It has slow initial growth on minesoils and
especially on sites with pH < 4.0. It grows rapidly after
establishment during the juvenile stage. White pine is a
very valuable timber species.

Figure 2. European black alder and Virginia pine are
planted in a pattern beneficial for wildlife on a West Virginia
surface mine.

Many other tree species have been transplanted on
disturbed lands but their survival and growth have been
variable so general recommendations cannot be made.
Even though recommendations are not given, reclama-
tion specialists should not be discouraged from attempt-
ing to grow new or different woody species from year to
year. Sometimes, a particular woody plant will do very
well on a specific site.

Usually the pioneer-type tree species establish better
on mine sites because they are better adapted to
minesoil conditions than the climax-type forest trees
(oaks, maples, etc.). Some tree species to consider are
the birches (especially on moist, cold, acid sites),
spruces (high elevation, better quality minesoils), red
and scotch pine, green ash, black walnut, yellow poplar,
apple, mountain ash, hazelnut, willow, cottonwood, black
cherry, sycamore, and some oaks and maples. Costs for
tree seedlings can vary from 8 cents for alder or white
pine to 45 cents for sawtooth oak.
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Figure 3. Gray dogwood growth after three years on a
northern West Virginia surface mine.

Common Shrub Species

Indigobush (Amorpha fruticosa)is alegume which is
capable of fixing nitrogen and is a good minesoil condi-
tioner for the invasion of other plants. Plant establish-
ment is usually good but growth is often slow. This plant
provides wildlife food and cover.

Sllky and gray dogwood (Cornus amomum and C.
racemosa) provide excellent cover and browse for deer
and, after 3 to 5 years, produce abundant fruit for birds
and small mammals. They may establish from direct
seeding or seedlings, and grow rapidly (Figure 3).

Washington hawthorne (Crataegus phaenopyrum)
shows good adaptability and survival on northern Wast
Virginia minesoils. It grows rapidly and provides food and
cover for wildlife.

Autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellata) 18 easily estab-
lished on a wide variety of minesoils and can spread
rapidly. It has been designated a noxious weed in some
northern West Virginia counties. Autumn olive has
nitrogen-fixing capabilities and improves the minesoil. It
provides good cover and food for wildlife.

Bicolororshrub lespedeza (Lespedeza bicolor) has
been planted and direct seeded over a wide range of
minesoils and has shown good survival and growth.
Some plantings have become very thick. This woody
legume provides excellent wildlife cover and food.

Bristly locust (Robinia fertilis) is a nitrogen-fixing
legume adapted to acid minesoil conditions. It estab-
lishes rapidly from seed or seedlings, and spreads from
root suckers. It also is a very good plant for wildlife cover
and food.

Other shrub species for planting on surface mines
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include chokecherry, honeysuckle,
sumac, and barberry. Costs for shrub
seedlings are generally lower thantree
seedlings and can be as low as 5 cents
for bicolor lespedeza to 25 cents for
dogwood.

Costs

Federal and state laws require that
mine sites be stabilized and erosion
controlled. Grasses and legumes are
essential to achieve this end. So re-
gardless of the postmining land use, “a
diverse, permanent, and effective
vegetative cover” of herbaceous spe-
ciesis necessary. If forestland or wild-
life habitat postmining land uses are
P desired, then additional steps (and

! more expense) are requiredto produce
the desired land use.

The revegetation costs for reclaiming to the following
postmining land uses are actual figures, based on inter-
views with two southemn West Virginia surface mine
operators (Table 1).

These costs include seed and/or seedling purchases,
lime, fertilizer, herbicide, laborto plant (non-union), some
depreciation, etc. Mosttree/shrub revegetation contrac-
tors charge a flat rate per stem planted; i.e., they will
provide the seedlings, herbicide, and transplant for an
average price per stem. The average price per stemin
1988 varied from 25 cents to 50 cents in West Virginia.

Table 1.

Cost par acre for revegetating mine lands to different
postmining land uses, These costs are actual figures
from two southarn Wast Virginia coal operators in1988.

Cost for Additional

Postmining Herbaceous Expenditure Total
Land Use Cover for Woody Cost
Plants

Pasture/Hayland

Company A $311 $0 $311

Company B $278 $0 $278

Rangeland

Company A (option 1) $311 $50 $361
(option2)  $311 $47 $358

Wildlife Habitat

Company A (200 stems) $311 $94 $405

Company B (160 stems) $278 $49 $327

Forestland

Company A (600 stems) $311 $270 $581

Company B (680 stems) $278 $326 $604

Hayland and Pasture

A hayland/pasture seed mix in West Virginia contains
from 6 to 8 grass and legume species. Enough lime (2to
3 tons/acre) and fertilizer (600 Ibs/acre of 10-10-10) is
used to assure stand establishment.

Company A reports revegetation costs of $311/acre.

Company B reports $278/acre.

The following postmining land uses require seeding
the above herbaceous seed mixes after regrading to
control erosion. Additional expenditures are necessary
to seed or transplant woody plants.

Rangeland

Company A uses this postmining land use because it
gives more flexibility in planting woody plants. This
operator has two options: 1) he may seed 2/3 of the
standard seed mix and includa 1/2 Ib/acre of Virginia pine
seed and 3 Ibs/acre of bicolor lespoedeza seed (and some
black locust seed on staop slopes); or 2) he may seedthe
regular seed mix and transplant 100 stems/acre of woody
plants. Costs for option #1 are $361/acre, and for #2 are
$358/acre.

Wildlife Habitat

Company A seeds the regular seed mix, then plants
200 stems/acre for a total cost of $405/acre.

Company B seeds its regular seed mix, then plants
160 stems/acre for a total cost of $327/acre.

Forestland

Company A seeds its regular seed mix, then plants
600 stems/acre. Total cost is $581/acre.

Company B seeds its regular seed mix, then plants
680 stems/acre for a total cost of $604/acre.
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For Innovations in Explosives, Ask

1912 - 1988

@ATLAS

POWDER COMPANY

DALLAS, TEXAS 75248

ATLAS POWDER COMPANY
West
Virginia
Explosives
Co., Inc.

A subsidiary of

ATLAS strives to be the technical leader in the explosives industry with
the belief that, through technical leadership and innovation in the applica-
tion of explosives, you, the customer, will benefit, and in return will reward
ATLAS with the opportunity to supply your explosives needs.

We carry a full line of explosives products — and we have technical
specialists to assist your operation in using our products efficiently and
effectively. Let us help you with:

* Airdek Presplitting * Precise Delay Timing

* Overburden Casting * Alternate Velocity Loading
* High Speed Photography * Permissibles

* Drill Pattern Expansion * Proper Aiming

*High Energy Emulsions - Bulk Packaged
e Blastmaster Non Electrical Initiators

Call us for an on-site evaluation
of your drilling and blasting program.

Bruce Wood Beckley, WV

General Maﬁnager ) (304) 252-8505 )

38 Green Lands

Dip THE LoweR PRICE
Turn Out To Be Just
TuE Down PAYMENT?

Face it. A machine costing less to buy can wind up costing
more to own, Cost studies indicate that initial purchase price accounts
for only 25% of total owning and operating costs throughout the life of
your machine,

At Beckwith, we offer 23 complete product lines from
Caterpillar to give you the right machine for the job. It’s today’s quality
with tomorrow’s highest resale value*. And you can protect your
investment with our $12 million new parts inventory.

Beckwith helps cut downtime with over 130 factory-trained
mechanics at seven strategically located service centers and over 100
radio- dispatched field trucks for on-site service.

‘Talk to us.

We have flexible financial terms including rentals, rental-
purchase plans, leases, and a variety of installment sales contracts.

*Baned on recent worldwide auctions.

BECKWITH AND CATERPILLAR.
AN INVESTMENT IN
YOUR FUTURE.

w |
| 1 ‘:‘ | Machinery Company
Y L YOUR CATERPILLAR DEALER

!BOVEAns]

CATERFPILLAR, CATand [B are frademarks of Caterpillar Inc.




Hardwoods?
We can do that too!

by Norman Kilpatrick

Opponents of surface mining in West Virginia have
expanded their attacks on this form of coal mining from
specific objections to individual permits, to generalized
attacks that go far beyond the facts of the matter.

A recent example is Morgantown geologist Richard
DiPretoro, who has been involved in several cases op-
posing mining in northern West Virginia.

In a Charleston Gazette article, he was cited as a
consultant to a Lincoln County organization which is op-
posing a surface mining permit by Black Gold of West Vir-
ginia,

The article, by Dr. Paul Nyden, the former sociology
professor who serves as the Gazette’s “investigative
reporter,” quoted DiPretoro as saying that strip mining in
Lincoln County would “turn a steep, rugged mountain-
side into a grassy wasteland. Today this is a lovely
natural spot that supports excellent Appalachian hard-
woods. Strip mining destroys the habitat for trees and
native Appalachian plants like ginseng. They will never
grow back.”

Now, it is a fact that virtually no current reclaimed
areas in this state, or anywhere in America, feature hard-
wood trees

Andthis, despite the factthatin 1978, the Mining Task
Force of the National Coal Policy Project, of which | was
the only West Virginia member, called for greater use of
hardwoods on reclamation sites in Appalachia.

Critics of the lack of hardwood replanting on West
Virginia mine sites should realize that the problem lies in
the way current state and federal regulations are written
and enforced.

Hardwood forests in southeastern Ohio, and Preston
County, WV, prove that even without today’s site prepa-
ration, hardwoods can and do grow well.

During the 1940’s and 1950’s, surface coal mines in
Morgan, Noble, and Guernsey Counties, OH, using
medium power shovels, left miles and miles of unleveled
spoll piles, with little or no topsoil.

Later, seedlings were hand planted on these spoil
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banks. While many have been lost to remining by giant
(70to 220 cubic yard bucket) draglines, some still remain
along County Rt. 83, south of Renrock, OH.

In Preston County, there are many sites where native
hardwoods have established themselves on sites mined
some 20-40 years ago.

Raymond Stiles of Mountain State Surveying Co. in
Kingwood, proudly points to a 26 year old forest of black
locust that he and his boy scout troop planted just north
of Kingwood.

Stiles regrets that current reclamation laws discour-
age the use of hardwoods to reclaim mined lands, and
suggests that the use of scout troops and similar organi-
zations could provide the economic manpower needed
to hand plant seedlings.

There are some nine sites along Rt. 26 in Preston
County that exhibit both planted and infiltrated stands of
hardwoods on mined lands. Besides locust, Stiles cites
cherry, maple, aspen, birch, and poplar trees growing on
mined areas along or just off Rt. 26.

Additionally, he points to mined areas along Dog
Town Road in the Manown area of Preston County, as
havingfishinthe old strip pits, as well as hardwood timber
growing on spoil areas. Fishing is also popular at many
of the Ohio Power Co. pits in Morgan, Noble and Guern-
sey Counties in Ohio.

Today, however, things are different. Stiles claims,
and WV-DoE official Mark Scott confirms, that bond re-
lease requirements for “full cover” actively discourage
tree plantings of all kinds.

Operators cannot wait fortree seedlingsto provide the
cover needed to obtain their bond release. So, they opt
for grasses, which provide the required cover far more
quickly.

| posed these questtions to Walter Davidson, re-
search foresterwith the U.S. Forest Service in Princeton,
who answered this way.

“It is true, that surface mining has the potential for
creating wasteland. However, current legislation, mod-

'At the same time, | have
seen mined areas that are
more productive in terms of
tree growth than adjacent
unmined sites.'

ern technology, and years of reclamation experience
preclude this from happening except in very rare in-
stances, i.e. wildcat mines in which permits and bonds
have not been secured, and the whole operation is
illegal.”

Referringto the requiremaent that “full cover” be rapidly
established on newly mined areas, Davidson adds, “One
problem we are experloncing at the present time is
difficulty in getting trees established on sites that have a
heavy herbaceous cover.”

“Atthe same time," Davis slates, ‘I have seen mined
areas that are more productive in terms of tree growth
than adjacent unmined sites. This s the result of releas-
ing minerals that had beaen locked up in the overburden.
With overburden analysis and seloctive overburden
placement, mined areas can equal or exceed the pro-
ductivity of the preminad site,"

So the problem seems clear, It Is not that surface
mined land cannot suppon good hardwood forests, but
rather that no one can afford to plant them. This will be
the case until major changes occur In current reclama-
tion laws, and regulations governing what must be in
place to allow an operator to gain his bond release.

Many of the same parsons opposing surface coal
mining permits in West Virginia today, are most likely
among those who claim to be concernad with rising CO2
levels in our air. Rather than attacking coal, they would
be well advised to lobby for changes In surface mine
regulations to provide “credit” toward bond release for
adequate hardwood plantings on mined aroas.

Meanwhile, they should drop the myth that mined
lands cannot grow good hardwoods again, for they have,
even without the grading and topsoil requirements that
are necessary te current mining operations.

It will be interesting to see if these groups and organi-
zations will go to Washington and Charleston with such
requests, rather than just blast the coal industry at
hearings and in the press as they have done in the past.

" Petroleum
Products, Inc.

ey

"Oil Is Our Product--
Service Is Our Business"

Distributor of Quality
CHEVRON Products

Fuels, Lubricants, Greases,
Motor Oils, Hydraulic Oils,
Technical Consulting

Beckley Location
(304) 253-7386
David A. Sizemore
General Manager

Logan Location
(304) 752-3900
John M. Ford, I

General Manager et

P)
QS

Sales Manager/
Technical Consultant

\_ Thomas P. Taylor )
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If you want it green

Call Willco

Reclamation and Hydroseeding
Landscape Seeding * Erosion Control

Willco Reclamation, Inc.

Ed Williams -- President
619 Open Rocks Road -- Summersville WV - (304) 872-2287

*Professional Technical Service*

Computer Aided Blast Design
High Speed Photography
Cost Analysis

Blast Casting

On Job Blast Analysis

Latest Emulsion Technology
Gelatins & Dynamites
Detonating Cord

Cast Boosters
Blasting Agents
Non-Electric Initiation
World's Most Accurate Blasting Caps

Explosives of Tomorrow...Today!
IN SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL WEST VIRGINIA CONTACT...

INI
S
NS

Tom Ables Ernie Blair Robert Runyon

112 Village Green P.O. Box 424 P.O. Box 98

Princetor? WV 24740 Mt. Hope, WV 25880 Chapmanville, WV 25508

(304) 4251.4512 Office: (304) 877-2301 Office: (304) 855-4521
Home: (304) 465-0196 Home: (304) 855-9106

*State-Of-The-Art Products*

~ Coal Calendar

3-5 Short Course - Computer Analysis of Mine Ventilation Systems, University Park, PA, contact
RobertL. Franz, Penn State University, 126 Mineral Sciences Bldg., University Park, PA 16802, (814)
865-7472.

5-7 Coal Laboratory Techniclan Training Course, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, contact
IMMR/OISTL, 201 Porter Bldg., Lexington, KY 40506, (606) 257-2846.

9-12  U.S.Eastern Reglonal Private Landowner Conference, Oglebay Park, Wheeling, contact Anthony
Ferrise, 2104 Agricultural Sciences Bldg., West Virginia University, P.O. Box 6108, Morgantown
26506, (304) 293-3408.

10-12 Short Course - Mine Cost Analysis and Control, University Park, PA, contact Robert L. Franz,
Penn State University, 126 Mineral Sciences Bldg., University Park, PA 16802, (814) 865-7472.

17-19  Short Course - Computer Modeling of Subsidence with Spasid, University Park, PA, contact
Robert L. Franz, Penn State University, 126 Mineral Sciences Bldg., University Park, PA 16802, (814)
865-7472,

25-26 West Virginia Mine Drainage Task Force Symposium, Ramada Inn, Morgantown, contact Patty
Bruce, West Virginia Mining & Reclamation Association, 1624 Kanawha Blvd. E., Charleston 25311,
(304) 346-5318,

May

1-2 Seminar - Coal Utllization and Managing Coal Specifications, Campbell House Inn, Lexington,
KY, contact The Energy Counsel, 301 E. Main St., Suite 1140, Lexington, KY 40507, (606) 255-0340.

1-3 Workshop on Planning and Designing Longwall Mining Systems, University Park, PA, contact
Robert L. Franz, Penn State University, 126 Mineral Sciences Bldg., University Park, PA 16802, (814)
865-7472,

9-12  Qualificatlon Course on Well Control, University Park, PA, contact Robert L. Franz, Penn State
University, 126 Mineral Scionces Bldg., University Park, PA 16802, (814) 865-7472.

10-12 Advanced Short Course - Coal Preparation, University Park, PA, contact Robert L. Franz, Penn
State University, 126 Minoral Sciences Bldg., University Park, PA 16802, (814) 865-7472.

11-12  Short Course - Modeling Groundwater Flow in an Aquifer, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY,
contact IMMR/QISTL, 201 Porter Bldg., Lexington, KY 40508, (606) 257-2846.

15 Refresher Course on Waell Control, University Park, PA, contact Robert L. Franz, Penn State Uni-
versity, 126 Mineral Sclonces Bldg., University Park, PA 16802, (814) 865-7472.

16 Short Course - Blast Casting, West Virginia University, Morgantown, contact Department of Mining
Engineering, West Virginia University, P. O. Box 6070, Morgantown 26506, (304) 293-5695.

17-19  Short Course - Surface Mine Blasting, West Virginia University, Morgantown, contact Department
of Mining Engineering, West Virginia University, P. O. Box 6070, Morgantown 26506, (304) 293-5695.

22-24 Short Course - Mine Monitoring and Control, University Park, PA, contact Robert L. Franz, Penn
State University, 126 Mineral Sciences Bldg., University Park, PA 16802, (814) 865-7472. Y,
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Green Acres g o saited with KO

)pblde nt. ( 'g

veredith Kirk:

« Seeding & Mulching - Tree Plantings
- Guard Rail « Pipe Cleaning

Green Acres Contracting, Inc.

Al Pisula Jim Chernitsky
(412) 887-9517 (412) 437-3084

NORWOOD INC.

222 GEORGE STREET
MINE CONSTRUCTION  (304) 252-6517
& SUPPLIES NVIRONMENTAL ' hen it came time for Meredith Kirk and
GDB8R5BA-1 motor grader.

- CORRUGATED PIPE & FITTINGS TURN-KEY ENVIRO Roy Tarrell 0 1in up equipmont for o The Komatsu WAB00 is loading coal from the

6" TO 96" IN STOCK CONSTRUCTION PRODUCTS contract mining project near lor, Wont seam into the HD465 rock trucks which haul the
- FIRER BONDED PIPE Virginia, they went with Komltlu coal to the crusher.

ALUMINIZED PIPE WAFFLE-CRETE WALLS surpEcolHe ot on et pefany SRR e “We're wrell, satistied
. ¥ 5 *« NOR-BLOC SLOPE CONTROL ment on them before we fina aolde (8] with our Komatsu
* OVERCASTS IN STOCK * SUPER SPANS « FILTER FABRICS with Komatsu,” Kirk sald, "Obvioualy, we liked equipment. The 9 KOMATST
+ CANOPIES IN STOCK * STREAM ENCLOSURES « ENKAMAT wl;g;lt{vl sg;\;.” . ¢ TN M B Rish salesman on
»« CONVEYOR COVERS * BIN RETAINING WALLS sident o rporation which is our job has been
« GCONTECH A-2000 . TRUCK RAMPS * HOLD GRO EROSION NETTING mining the coal under contraot o Westmoreland real helpful,” Kirk

CHABS. & P.V.C CLAIM TUNNELS « EXCELSIOR BLANKETS Coal Company. The mammoth earth-moving and gaid.

* CONTECHAB.S. &P.V.C. *RE « GABION BASKETS mining project covers 244 aores In Boone County, For your earth-

TRUSS « SLOPE ENTRIES « TENSOR GEOGRIDS West Virginia on a permit involving mountain top moving require-
* P.V.C.SEWER & PRESSURE « GUARDRAIL INSTALLED rerlrcmva.l and contour gmnh:g J e ments, why not let
* SCH. 40 & SCH. 80 » CONVEYOR GALLERIES omatsu equipment on the projeot Inoludes Rish help you. Call
+ COMPLETE EXHAUST SYSTEMS | - STORAGE SILOS D e R JOur Toarem ik

rs, a D47BA-1 dozer, n WABOO-& branch office today. y @

* SCLAIRE POLYETHYLENE PIPE wheel loader, a WAB00-1 wheel loader, and a EQUIPMENT COMPANY

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR CONTECH INC. CONSTRUCTION PRODUCTS

BECKLEY, WV e 127 Pikeview Drive * 304/255-4111 » BLUEFIELD, WV e Airport Road near U.S. 52 = 304/327-5124
BFIIDGEPORT WV 515 West Main Streot * 304/842-3511 PAFIKERSBUFIG WV e State Route 14 e 304/422-8441
ST. ALBANS WV = Route 35 = 304/755-3311 « FROSTBURG, MD » 101 Frostburg Industrial Park e 301/689-2211
COEBURN, VA = Rt, 72, Wise Mountann Road e 703/395-6901
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