
OSMRE 2017 ABANDONED MINE 
LAND RECLAMATION AWARDS

NATIONAL AWARD WINNER



THE HULING BRANCH

AML RECLAMATION/ATV 
RECREATION

&WATERSHED IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT

Tom Wolf, Governor Patrick McDonnell, Secretary









Organizations Eligible to Submit Nominations - 27 Total

8 Alabama Mining and Reclamation

9 Arkansas Dept. of Pollution Control and Ecology

10 Illinois Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Division

11 Texas Surface Mining and Reclamation Division

12 Oklahoma AML Program

13 Louisiana Injection and Mining Division

14 Kansas Surface Mining Section

15 Missouri AML Section Land Reclamation Program

16 Indiana Division of Reclamation

17 Iowa AML Program

Mid-Continent Region - 10

18 Wyoming AML Program

19 Utah Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program

20 North Dakota AML Division

21 New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division

22 Montana Abandoned Mine Reclamation Bureau

23 Colorado Office of Active and Inactive Mines

24 Alaska Division of Mining

25 Navajo Nation Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Department

26 Hopi Tribe Abandoned Mine Land Program

27 Crow Tribe AML Program

Western Region, Tribes Included - 10

1 Pennsylvania Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation

2 West Virginia Office of Abandoned Mine Lands and Reclamation

3 Virginia Division of Mine Land Reclamation

4 Tennessee Abandoned Mine Land Program

5 Ohio Division of Mines and Reclamation

6 Maryland Abandoned Mine Lands Section

7 Kentucky Division of Abandoned Mine Lands

Appalachian Region - 7





Eligible Voters - 43 Total

1 Chief, OSMRE Alton Field Division

2 Chief, OSMRE Denver Field Division

3 Chief, OSMRE Federal Reclamation Program Division

4 Chief, OSMRE Pittsburgh Field Division

5 Regional Director, OSMRE Appalachian Region

6 Regional Director, OSMRE Mid-Continent Region

7 Regional Director, OSMRE Western Region

8 Field Office Director, OSMRE Tulsa Field Office

9 Field Office Director, OSMRE Wyoming Field Office

10 Field Office Director, OSMRE Birmingham Field Office

11 Field Office Director, OSMRE Casper Field Office

12 Field Office Director, OSMRE Charleston Field Office

13 Field Office Director, OSMRE Knoxville Field Office

14 Manager, OSMRE Olympia Office

15 Environmental Specialist, OSMRE Pittsburgh Field Division

16 AML Program Specialist, OSMRE Lexington Field Office

OSMRE - 16

17 Director, Pennsylvania Bureau of Abandoned Mine Rec.

18 Chief, West Virginia Office of Abandoned Mine Lands and Rec.

19 AML Manager, Virginia Division of Mined Land Reclamation

20 Director, Tennessee AML Program

21 Natural Resources Administrator, Ohio Div. of Mines and Rec.

22 Supervisor, Maryland Abandoned Mine Lands Section

23 Director, Kentucky Division of Abandoned Mine Lands

Appalachian Region - 7

24 Director, Alabama Mining and Reclamation Division

25 Chief, Surface Mining and Reclamation Division, Arkansas

26 Manager, Illinois Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Division

27 Director, Texas Surface Mining and Reclamation Division

28 Director, Oklahoma AML Program

29 Director, Injection and Mining Division, DNR, Louisiana

30 Mining Section Chief, Kansas Surface Mining Section

31 Chief, Missouri AML Section Land Reclamation Program

32 Assistant Director Restoration, Indiana Division of Rec.

33 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ς {ŜƴƛƻǊΣ 5ƛǾΦ ƻŦ {ƻƛƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾΦΣ Lƻǿŀ

Mid-Continent Region - 10

34 Director, Wyoming AML Program

35 Chief, Utah Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program

36 Director, North Dakota AML Division

37 AML Program Manager, New Mexico Mining and Minerals Div.

38 Chief, Montana Abandoned Mine Reclamation Bureau

39 Director, Colorado Office of Active and Inactive Mines

40 AML Program Coordinator, Alaska Division of Mining

41 Director, Navajo Nation Abandoned Mine Land Rec. Depart.

42 Manager, Hopi Tribe Abandoned Mine Land Program

43 Director, Crow Tribe AML Program

Western Region, Tribes Included - 10
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The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Project Location
ςProblem Area 6672 (PA 6672) in Sproul State Forest
ςNoyes and Leidy Townships, Clinton County, Pennsylvania



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Project Team:

ςDirector - Eric E. Cavazza, P.E., (ecavazza@pa.gov)
ςEnvironmental Program Manager - Dean R. Baker, P.E.
ςClerical ςTammy Cree & Carol Layo
ςConstruction - Bill A. Dadamo, P.E. & Roger L. Rummel, P.E.
ςInspection - Ronald R. Lindemuth & Patrick R. Thompson
ςNPDES Permitting ςCraig R. Treese, P.E. & Patrick M. Webb, P.E. 
ςDesign - Thomas C. Malesky, P.E. & Stephen Fisanick, III, P.E.
ςDevelopment - Patrick M. Webb, P.E. & Richard L. Beam, P.G.
ςInvestigation ςMartin J. Hughes, P.E.

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation, Cambria District Office
Ebensburg, PA, 15931
814-472-1800 



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Primary Project Partners:
ςOffice of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
ςPA DEP, Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
ςPA DCNR, Bureau of Forestry
ςPA DEP, Moshannon District Mining Office
ςAmerican Chestnut Foundation of Asheville, North Carolina
ςMichael Hanna, PA State Representative, 76th Legislative 

District
ςBrandywine Enduro Riders (BER)
ςAmerican Motorcyclist Association (AMA)
ςNational Enduro Promotions Group (NEPG)
ςKettle Creek Watershed Association



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É AML Problems:
ς4 Priority 2 (P2) Dangerous Highwalls (DH) at a combined length 

of over 6,000 L.F.
É 2,800 L.F.
É 1,500 L.F.
É 1,200 L.F.
É 500 L.F.
É¦ƴŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !a[ ǎƛǘŜ ōȅ !¢± ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ t! 5/bwΩǎ 

designated Whiskey Springs ATV trail within the Sproul State Forest
ÉRattlesnake National Enduro Championship Series

ς103 Acres of Priority 3 (P3) Acid Forming Spoil Area (SA)
ςMultiple P3 Water Area (WA) problems from:

ÉAcidic Deep Mine Drainage (AMD) Discharges
ÉAcidic Mine Seeps
ÉAcidic Buried Coal Refuse and Acidic Surface Mine Spoil

ςP3 Equipment/Facility (EF)
ςP3 Collapsed Mine Opening (MO)



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Project Start and Completion Dates:
ςSeptember 9, 2013 to December 8, 2015

É Construction Costs:



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Leveraging ςUse of Partners for Funding or Technology:
ςA Multi-Project Health & Safety (P2) and AMD (P3) Approach



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Contractors:

ςGeneral - L.R. Costanzo Company Inc., Scranton, PA
ςMajor ςBerner Construction, Inc., Gap, PA
ςMaterial Transport ςConfer Trucking Inc., Bellefonte, PA
ςTree Planting ςRon Rowles Energy, Curwensville, PA



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É AML Problems:
ς4 Priority 2 (P2) Dangerous Highwalls (DH) at a combined length 
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É 2,800 L.F.
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The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Mining History:
ςUnderground mining of the Lower Kittanning Coal Seam
ςBy Kettle Creek Coal Company, Bitumen, PA

É 1900s to 1945



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Mining History:
ςSurface mining of the Lower Kittanning Coal Seam
ςBy D.G. Wertz and Richmont Coal Companies

É 1950s to 1967



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É AML Problems:
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The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Difficulty of Achieving Reclamation Under Existing 
Conditions:
ςCould the 2012 Coal Market support an Active Mine Permit?
ςCould the size of the site be reclaimed as a Government 

Financed Construction Contract (GFCC)?
ςBrutally record breaking cold winters during 2 year contract
ςDeadly Timber Rattlesnake

ÉPennsylvania State Protected Special Species of Concern
ÉContractor had to be careful NOT to harm the snake
ÉAt the same time the contractor had to protect themselves from not be 

injured by the snake 

ς2.5 miles of Winter Road Maintenance & Safety, 
É 350,000 tons of materials transported to and from the site
É Forced to night time hauling ONLY during late winter and early spring to 

maintain haul road system

ςUse of satellite phones
ÉMaintain adequate communications
ÉEnsure a safe and effective worksite





The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É 3 Primary Project Concerns/Objectives:
ς1st - Eliminate P2 DH Conditions of over 6,000 L.F.

É Intense site visitation due to the unauthorized use of the AML site by
!¢± ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ t! 5/bwΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ²ƘƛǎƪŜȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ !¢± ǘǊŀƛƭ 
within the Sproul State Forest
ÉWhiskey Springs ATV trail is 50 miles long, 3.6 miles within project area
É 40 acre ATV play area
ÉNumerous accidents, several of which required life flight helicopter
ÉReforestation Initiative of Sproul State Forest

ς2ndςMaintain & Establish 3.6 miles of ATV trail
ÉATV trail supported recreational use by visitors of Sproul State Forest
ÉPortions of the ATV trail used for the annual Rattlesnake National Enduro

ς3rdςReduce site AMD impacts on both surface and groundwater
ÉAMD Source Remediation through Alkaline Addition placement
ÉRemoval and or special handling of acid forming materials
ÉHydrologic controls and identification



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É The Reclamation Plan:



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É Overall Items of Work:
ς41,300 tons of Acid Forming Materials Removed

É 36,200 tons of Lower Kittanning Crop Coal
É 5,100 tons of Buried Coal Refuse

ς3,000 linear feet of Subsurface Pipe Drains Installed
ς8,000 linear feet of Rock Underdrain Installed
ς310,000 tons of Alkaline Addition Materials

ÉPit Floor Lining - 1,800 tons per acre rate 
ÉBlended with Spoil Area materials ςVariable rate
ÉоΣллл ǘƻƴ ǇŜǊ ŀŎǊŜ άCƛƴŀƭέ !ƭƪŀƭƛƴŜ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ

ς787,000 cubic yards of Spoil Area grading
ς48,150 mixed Tree Seedlings, +100 American Chestnut Seedlings
ς2.5 acre E&SC shallow pond left to enhance wildlife habitat
ς3.6 miles of trail

ÉRehabilitated and maintained construction site access/ATV trail restored



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É During-Construction Conditions:































The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É 3 Primary Project Concerns/Objectives:
ς1st - Eliminate P2 DH Conditions of over 6,000 L.F.
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ÉWhiskey Springs ATV trail is 50 miles long, 3.6 miles within project area
É 40 acre ATV play area
ÉNumerous accidents, several of which required life flight helicopter
ÉReforestation Initiative of Sproul State Forest

ς2ndςMaintain & Establish 3.6 miles of ATV trail
ÉATV trail supported recreational use by visitors of Sproul State Forest
ÉPortions of the ATV trail used for the annual National Rattlesnake Enduro

ς3rdςReduce site AMD impacts on both surface and groundwater
ÉAMD Source Remediation through Alkaline Addition placement
ÉRemoval and or special handling of acid forming materials
ÉHydrologic controls and identification



The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project

É The Huling Branch AML Reclamation Project was an 
AML Pilot Project  -.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ tƛƭƻǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ

É Long-Term Benefits to the Community & Their Support:
ςIncreased Tourism for:
ςSafe Use of the Whiskey Springs ATV Trail in Sproul State Forest
ςUnauthorized trail use through P2 DHs now removed
ςAnnual Rattlesnake National Enduro Race
ςWatershed Improvement for recreational fishing










































